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NTSB: Train going too fast at curve before wreck

FRANK ELTMAN

JIM FITZGERALD
Associated Press
YONKERS, New York (AP)
— A commuter frain that
derailed over the week-
end, killing four passengers,
was hurtling at 82 mph (132
kph) as it entered a 30 mph
(48 kph) curve, a federal
investigator said Monday.
But whether the wreck was
the result of human error or
mechanical frouble was
unclear, he said.

Safety experts said the
fragedy might have been
prevented if Mefro-North
Rairoad had installed au-
fomated crash-avoidance
fechnology that safety au-
thorities have been urging
for decades.

The locomotive’s speed
was extracted from the
tfrain’s two data recorders
after the Sunday morn-
ing accident, which hap-
pened in the Bronx along
a bend so sharp that the
speed limit drops from 70
mph (112 kph) tfo 30 mph
(48 kph). National Transpor-
tation Safety Board mem-
ber Earl Weener would not
disclose what the engineer
operating the train told in-
vestigators, and he said
results of drug and alcohol
tests were not yet avail-
able. Investigators are also
examining the engineer’s
cellphone, apparently fo
determine whether he was
distracted. The engineer,
William Rockefeller, was
injured and “is totally frau-
matized by everything that
has happened,” said An-
thony Bofttalico, executive

director of the rail employ-
ees union. He said Rocke-
feller, 46, was cooperating
fully with investigators.
“He's a sincere human be-
ing with an impeccable
record that | know of. He's
diligent and competent,”
Botftalico said. Rockefell-
er has been an engineer
for about 11 years and a
Meftro-North employee for
about 20, he said.

Weener sketched a sce-
nario that suggested that
the throttle was let up and
the brakes were fully ap-
plied way too late to stave
off disaster.

He said the throftle went
fo idle six seconds before
the derailed frain came to
a complete stop — *very
late in the game” for a
frain going that fast — and
the brakes were fully en-
gaged five seconds before
the frain stopped.

It takes about a mile (1.6
kilometers) for a train go-
ing 70 mph (112 kph) to
stop, according tfo Steve
Ditmeyer, a former Federal
Railroad Administration of-
ficial who now teaches at
Michigan State University.
Asked whether the ftrag-
edy was the result of hu-
man error or faulty brakes,
Weener said: “The answer
is, at this point in fime, we
can't fell.”

But he said investigators
are not aware of any prob-
lems with the brakes dur-
ing the nine stops the train
made before the derail-
ment.
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The wreck came two years
before the federal gov-
ernment’s  deadline for
Meftro-North and other rail-
roads to install automatic-
slowdown technology de-
signed to prevent catas-
frophes caused by human
error.

Metro-North's parent
agency and otherrailroads
have pressed the govern-
ment to extend Congress’
2015 deadline a few years
because of the cost and
complexity of the Positive
Train Control system, which
uses GPS, wireless radio
and computers to monitor
trains and stop them from
colliding, derailing or going
the wrong way.

Ditmeyer said the technol-
ogy would have monitored
the brakes and would not
have allowed the frain in
Sunday's tragedy to ex-
ceed the speed limit.

“A properly installed PTC
system would have pre-
vented this train  from
crashing,” he said. “If the

National Transportation Safety Board board member Earl Weener speaks during a news confer-
ence alongside New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, right, at the scene of a Metro-North passen-
ger train derailment in the Bronx borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013. The train derailed
on a curved section of track in the Bronx on Sunday morning, coming to rest just inches from the
water and causing multiple fatalities and dozens of injuries, authorities said. Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority police say the train derailed near the Spuyten Duyvil station.

engineer would not have
taken control of slowing
the train down, the PTC sys-
tem would have.”

On Sunday, the train was
about half full, with about

150 people aboard, when
it ran off the rails around
7:20 a.m. while rounding
a bend where the Harlem
and Hudson rivers meet.
The lead car landed inches
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from the water. In addition
to the four people killed,
more than 60 were injured.
Seven victims were still in in-
tfensive care at one hospi-
tal, and two patients were

reported in critical condi-
fion at another.

The injured included five
police officers who were
heading to work, accord-
ing to Mayor Michael
Bloomberg.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said
on NBC's *"Today” show
that he thinks speed will
furn out to be a factor in a
crash he called "your worst
nightmare.” The frain was
configured with its locomo-
five in the back instead of
the front. Weener said that
is common, and a frain’s
brakes work the same way
no maftter where the loco-
mofive is. Ditmeyer said the
locomotive’s location has
virtually no effect on train
safety.

The dead were identi-
fied as Donna L. Smith, 54;
James G. Lovell, 58; James
M. Ferrari, 59; and Kisook
Ahn, 35, an immigrant from
South Korea.

The derailment came amid
a froubled year for Metro-
North, and marked the
first time in the railroad’s
31-year history that a pas-
senger was killed in an
accident.

Federal jury to hear case against ex-BP

MICHAEL KUNZELMAN,
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Jury
selection began Monday
for the Justice Depart-
ment’s case against a for-
mer BP drilling engineer
charged with deleting text
messages and voicemails
about the company’s re-
sponse to its massive 2010
oil spill in the Gulf of Mex-
ico.

Dozens of potential jurors
filled a New Orleans court-
room for the start of Kurt
Mix's federal ftrial, which
is expected fo last up to
three weeks. Atftorneys
could give their open-
ing statements as early as
Tuesday.

One by one, U.S. District
Judge Stanwood Duval Jr.
questioned members of
the jury pool privately for
several hours. He dismissed
some of them and ordered
the rest to return Tuesday
for a second day of jury se-
lection.

Mix, 52, of Katy, Texas, was
indicted last year on two
counts of obstruction of

In this April 24, 2012 file photo,
former BP engineer Kurt Mix
leaves the federal courthouse
after a hearing in Houston. A
jury is set to hear the Justice
Department's case against

the BP engineer charged
with deleting text messages
and voicemails about the
company’s response to its
massive 2010 oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico. Jury selection for
Mix’s federal trial is scheduled
to start Monday, Dec. 2, 2013
in New Orleans. Mix is one
of four current or former BP
employees charged with
crimes related to the deadly
disaster or its aftermath. His
case is the first to be tried.

justice.

Prosecutors claim he de-
liberately deleted strings of
fext messages to and from
a supervisor and a BP PLC
contractor to hamper a
grand jury’s investigation of
the spill.

Mix is one of four current
or former BP employees
charged with crimes re-
lated to the nation’s worst
offshore oil spill. His case is
the first fo be fried.

The charges against Mix
aren't related to any of
the events leading up the
April 2010 blowout of BP's
Macondo well, which frig-
gered an explosion that
kiled 11 workers on the
Deepwater Horizon rig.

Mix was part of a team of
experts who scrambled
to seal the well, which
spewed millions of gallons
of oil into the Gulf. Mix,
who worked on BP's unsuc-
cessful attempt to stop the
gusher using a technique
called “top kill,” had ac-
cess to internal data about
the amount of oil flowing
from the well.

On May 26, 2010, the day
the top kill began, Mix es-
timated in a text to a su-
pervisor that more than
630,000 gallons of oil per
day were spiling — three
times BP’s public estimate
of 210,000 gallons and a
rate far greater than what
the company said top Kill
could handle.

BP repeatedly notified Mix
that he was obligated to
preserve all of his spill-re-
lated records. But the in-
dictment says he deleted
a string of text messages
fo and from the supervisor,
Jonathan Sprague, from his
iPhone on Oct. 4, 2010.

Mix also allegedly deleted
a string of text messages
he exchanged with a BP
contractor named Wilson
Arabie in August 2011, sev-
eral weeks after federal au-
thorities issued a subpoena
fo BP for copies of some of
Mix’s correspondence.

In a court filing, Mix's law-
yers said the deleted mes-
sages were “predominant-
ly — and arguably entirely
— innocuous and insignifi-

engineer

cant in substance.”

“And in the lone text mes-
sage directly referencing
the Macondo Incident
(‘Yup, but taking another
spanking’), Mix merely ac-
knowledged what was al-
ready well known to gov-
ernment officials, the press
corps, and millions of Amer-
icans watching CNN at the
fime: namely, that the on-
going top kill effort did not
appear to be staunching
the flow of oil from the Ma-
condo Well,” the defense
attorneys wrote.

The indictment also ac-
cuses Mix of delefing one
voicemail from Arabie, one
voicemail from the supervi-
sor and one voicemail from
an unidentified caller that
went through BP's general
switchboard.

Each count of obstruction
of justice carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 20 years in
prison and a fine of up fo
$250,000.

Three other current or for-
mer BP employees await
trials on spill-related crimi-
nal charges.(d
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Fast-food protests planned for 100 U.S. cities

CANDICE CHOI

AP Food Industry Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Fast-
food workers in about 100
U.S. cities will walk off the
job this Thursday, organizers
say, which would mark the
largest effort yet in a push
for higher pay.

The actions would build on
a campaign that began
about a year ago to call
aftention to the difficul-
ties of living on the federal
minimum wage of $7.25
an hour, or about $15,000
a year for a full-time em-
ployee.

The protests are part of
a growing push by labor
unions, Democrats and
other worker advocacy
groups fo raise wages in
low-wage sectors. Last
month, President Barack
Obama said he would
back a Senate measure to
raise the federal minimum
wage fo $10.10. That's
more than a dollar higher
than the $9 an hour rate he
previously proposed.
Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid has promised a
vote on the wage hike by
the end of the year. But the
measure is not expected to
gain fraction in the House,
where Republican leaders

oppose it.

Protesters are calling for
pay of $15 an hour, al-
though many see the figure
as a rallying point rather
than a near-term possibility.
It's not clear how large the
turnout will be at any given
location, or whether the
walkouts will be enough to
disrupt operations.

Similar actions this summer
had varying results, with
some restaurants unable to
serve customers and others
seemingly unaffected.

The National Restaurant
Association, an industry
lobbying group, called the
demonstrations a ‘“cam-
paign engineered by na-
tional labor groups,” and
said the vast majority of
participants were union
protesters rather than work-
ers.

The group said that the
demonstrations in the past
"have fallen well short of
their purported numbers.”

Kendall Fells, a New York
City-based organizer for
Fast Food Forward, said
demonstrations are also
planned for 100 cities, in
addition to the 100 cities
where workers will strike.

He said plans started com-
ing together shortly after
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In this Thursday, Aug. 29, 2013, file photo, protesting fast food workers demonstrate outside a Mc-
Donald’s restaurant on New York's Fifth Avenue, in New York.

the one-day acftions in
about 60 cities this summer.
Organizers face an uphill
battle in changing an in-
dustry that competes ag-
gressively on low prices, a

practice that has intensi-
fied as companies includ-
ing McDonald’s Corp.,
Burger King Worldwide Inc.
and Yum Brands Inc. face
growing competition and

Artist suing over
of Liberty stamp

HANNAH DREIER
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) An
embarrassing mistake in-
volving a Stafue of Liberty
stamp could come back
to haunt the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

The “forever” stamp design
released in 2011 was not
based on the statue in New
York Harbor, as intended,
but on areplica outside the
New York-New York casino
hotel in Las Vegas.

Now, the sculptor who
made the Lady Liberty of
the Las Vegas Strip is suing
the government for copy-
right infingement.
Atftorneys for Robert David-
son argue in a suit filed last
week that the Sin City stat-
ue was more “fresh-faced”
and “sultry” than the origi-

nal. They say these differ-
ences led the government
to prefer Davidson'’s statue.
A spokesman for the Postal
Service did not immediate-
ly return calls. The Statue of
Liberty in New York Harbor
has appeared on more
than 20 stamps.

Davidson's attorneys say
the Lady Liberty who wel-
comes weary gamblers has
a more feminine form. The
original, they say, was just
an ‘“inspiration” that pro-
vided "loose height, width
and depth requirements.”
The claim notes that David-
son never visited the New
York statue while creating
his diminutive copy.

The two ladies do look un-
mistakably different. The
Las Vegas sister has more
stylish hair, and appears

Statue
Mix-up

to be smirking slightly.
Her crown also featfures
a plague, visible but not
legible in the stamp, that
reads, “This One's For You
Mom.”

Davidson’s aftorneys did
not respond to calls from
The Associated Press, and
it's unclear why the sculp-
tor waited so long to sue.
In September, the artist
who creafed the Korean
War Veterans Memorial in
Washington won a settle-
ment of more than half a
million dollars from the Post-
al Service on similar copy-
right infringement grounds.
The post office selected
the close-up photograph
of the statue's head and
crown from a photography
service and did not find
out about the error until a

This undated file handout im-
age provided by the U.S. Post-
al Service shows the Lady Lib-
erty first class postage stamp
first issued in 2011.

Associated Press

stfamp magazine ran an
expose.

When they were alerted,
officials said they sfill liked
the design and had no
plans to pull it out of cir-
culation. By late 2011, the
Postal Service had already
prinfed more than 5 bil-
lion copies of the Las Ve-
gas Lady Liberty forever
stamps, according to the
complaint.[]

Associated Press

slow growth in the weak
economy.

Fast-food workers have
also been seen as difficult
to organize, given the in-
dustry’s high turnover rates.
But the Service Employees
Infernational Union, which
represents more than 2 mil-
lion workers in health care,
janitorial and other indus-
fries, has been providing
organizational and finan-
cial support to the push for
higher pay over the past
year.

SEIU President Mary Kay
Henry said she thinks the
protests have helped en-
courage more states and
localities to raise their mini-
mum wage this year. She
expects the number of cit-
ies and participants in the
protests to grow next year
as the union fries to keep
pressure on fast food com-
panies.

“I  think we've totally
changed the conversation
about what these jobs are
worth,” Henry said. “These
are no longer jobs being
done by teenagers who
need extra money. These
are jobs being done by
adults that can't find any
other work.”(1
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Obama reveals S100 million HIV research initiative

LAURAN NEERGAARD

AP Medical Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Barack Obama an-
nounced a new initiative
at the National Institutes of
Health in pursuit of a cure
for HIV, saying his adminis-
tfrafion is redirecting $100
million into the project to
find a new generation of
therapies.

“The United States should
be at the forefront of new
discoveries info how to put
HIV into long-term remission
without requiring lifelong
therapies, or better vyet,
eliminate it completely,”
Obama said.

Obama made the an-
nouncement Monday at a
White House event marking
World AIDS Day, which was
Sunday — and as health
leaders and philanthropists
gathered in  Washington
to determine how fo re-
plenish the major global
health fund that combats
AIDS and two of the world’s
other leading killers in low-
income countries.

Obama pledged that the
U.S. would contribute up
to $5 bilion over the next
three years to The Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria — as
long as other countries do

President Barack Obama speaks during a Worlds AIDS Day event, Monday, Dec. 2, 2103, in the
South Court Auditorium in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex
in Washington. The president announced a new initiative at the National Institutes of Health in
pursuit of a cure for HIV. Obama said his administration is redirecting $100 million into the project
to find a new generation of therapies. He said the United States should be at the forefront of dis-
coveries to eliminate HIV or put it into remission without requiring lifelong.

their part and conftribute
$10 billion. The U.S. match-
es contributions to the Ge-
neva-based Global Fund
on a 1-to-2 funding ratio set
by Congress.

“Don’'t leave our money
on the table,” Obama said
Monday.

The Global Fund is frying

to raise $15 billion to cover
its programs from 2014 to
2016. The fund supports
HIV therapy for more than
5 million people, as well as
freatments for tuberculosis
and malaria, and the distri-
bution of insecticide-treat-
ed bed nets.

Also Monday, billionaire Bill

Associated Press.
Gates said he planned to
nearly double his founda-
tion’s contribution to this
next round of the Global
Fund, to $500 million. Gates
had already pledged $300
million, but told a small
group of reporters at the
Naftional Institutes of Health
that he would match an

additional $200 million from
private sources in an effort
to draw in new donors.
Gates donned a biohaz-
ard suit and respirator for
a close-up look at how NIH
scientists are hunting new
therapies for increasingly
drug-resistant tuberculosis.
He emerged from the lab-
orafory energized about
promising candidates —
but with a sober message
for policymakers: Defeat-
ing global killers like TB and
AIDS requires adequate
funding of both the deliv-
ery of today's freatments
and the research required
for better ones.

"We're deeply disappoint-
ed” in cuts to the NIH's
budget, Gates said.

Earlier this year, NIH lost $1.5
billion of its $31 billion bud-
get to automatic spending
cuts known as the seques-
ter, after years of budgets
that didn't keep up with
inflation. NIH is scheduled
to lose another $600 mil-
lion from a second round of
sequester cuts set to take
effect next month. That in
furn limits how much the
NIH can devote to different
diseases.

“Investing in research has
huge paybacks,” Gates
said.d

llinois lawmakers prepare
for pension vote

By KERRY LESTER

SARA BURNETT
SPRINGFIELD, lll. (AP) — II-
linois lawmakers began
putting the pieces in place
Monday for a potentially
historic vote to address
the nation’s worst public-
pension shortfall, as legis-
lators scrambled to digest
the complex deal and la-
bor unions and other po-
litical heavyweights ratch-
eted up pressure for and
against it. The House and
Senate are expected to
vote Tuesday on the years-
in-the-making agreement.
Legislative leaders say the
proposal, which emerged
last week, would save an
estimated $160 bilion over
30 years and fully fund the
state’s five pension systems
by 2044 through benefits

cuts for workers and retfir-
ees. As of Monday eve-
ning the plan had the sup-
port of a clear majority of
members on a pension
conference committee —
enough to send the meo-
sure to the floors of both
chambers. But its passage
in the Democrat-controlled
Legislature was not seen as
assured.

Several lawmakers said
they still were reviewing
the 325-page piece of leg-
islation, and a number of
big questions remained for
lawmakers to consider with
little fime before an ex-
pected vote. Republican
state Rep. Tom Cross of
Oswego said he was wait-
ing for more information on
the possible impact of the
monumental deal.

“This is going to be the
biggest vote most legisla-
tors make in their career,”
he said. “You've got one
shot at this and you want
to do it right.” lllinois’ pen-
sion funds are $100 billion
short of what's needed to
pay benefits as currently
promised to employees
and refirees, largely be-
cause lawmakers for years
have failed to fully fund
the state’'s payments to the
systems. But until last week,
legislative leaders were un-
able to agree on how to
fix the problem — even as
pension payments grew to
take up about one-fifth of
the state's general funds
budget and the major
credit rating agencies re-
peatedly downgraded the
state’s rating. lllinois now

lllinois Sen. Bill Brady, R-Bloomington, speaks with reporters at
the lllinois State Capitol, Monday, Dec. 2, 2013, in Springdfield, IlI.
Associated Press

has the lowest credit rating
of any state in the country.
A number of cities and
states have dealt with simi-
lar pension troubles, but II-
linois has notably lagged
behind in finding the politi-
cal will to deal with its bal-
looning financial problem.

The proposal would push
back the retrement age
for workers ages 45 and
younger, on a sliding scale.

The annual 3 percent cost-
of-living increases for re-
firees would be replaced
with a system that only
provides the increases
on a portion of benefits,
based on how many years
a beneficiary was in their
job. Some workers would
have the option of freezing
their pension and starting a
401 (k)-style defined contri-
bution plan. 4
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Gay weddings become reality in Hawaii with new law

OSKAR GARCIA
Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Six
same-sex couples fied the
knot in Hawaii early Mon-
day, moments after a law
granting them the right to
do so took effect in the
state often credited with
starting the national gay
marriage debate. Even
more couples watched
and waited their turn atf the
Waikiki resort. Across town,
an openly gay Unitarian
minister wed his partner
of 15 years in a ceremony
attended by clergy who
pushed for the new law,
plus Gov. Neil Abercrom-
bie, who called the spe-
cial legislative session that
led to the law. "“It's about
making that commitment
to the person that | want
fo spend the rest of my life
with,” said Saralyn Morales,
moments affer cutting a
small wedding cake after
marrying her partner, Isa-
jah Morales.

Hawaii's gay marriage de-
bate began in 1990 when
two women applied for a
marriage license, leading
to acourt battle and a 1993
state Supreme Court deci-
sion that said their rights to
equal protection were vio-
lated by not letting them
marry. That helped lead
Congress to pass the fed-
eral Defense of Marriage
Act in 1996, which denied
federal benefits to gay
couples. The U.S. Supreme
Court struck down part of
the act this year. An addi-
fional 14 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia also allow
same-sex marriage. lllinois
was the 16th state to legal-
ize it, and the law takes ef-
fect June 1. Hawaii's mar-
riage laws allow couples
to register for a license
and be married the same
day, a process conducive
for tourists only in the state
a short fime. Couples can
sign up for a license online,
then be verified by any li-
cense agent throughout
the state. Agents have set
up shop throughout the is-
lands, from resorts on Maui
and the Big Island to hard-
to-reach places on Kauai.
Saralyn and Isajah Morales
began filing out license
applications a few min-
utes after midnight along
with other couples. Several

After having their marriage license approved by the State of Hawaii, Melissa Vomvoris, left, a licensed marriage agent, gives a
high five to couple Keola Akana, second from left, and Ethan Wung, right, as Rev. Brian Grieves looks on at the Sheraton Waikiki,
Monday, Dec. 2, 2013 in Honolulu.

license agents huddled
around four laptops in a
finy conference room, re-
freshing their web browsers
fo coax a state-run website
fo load. A few feet away,
wedding guests sipped
champagne, dined on
curried shrimp and porta-
bella mushroom sliders, lis-
tened to piano music and
fook pictures with each
of seven cakes on display
for the occasion. Couples
who walked in to register
on the spot posed with a
three-tiered centerpiece
cake, adorned with pink
and white roses. “Next!l”
Keola Akana exclaimed
after being the first of the
group to complete the li-
cense application with his
groom, Ethan Wung.

An estimate from a Univer-
sity of Hawaii researcher
says the state will get a
$217 million tourism boost
over the next three years
as aresult of gay marriage.
Hawaii's  Legislature —
overwhelmingly com-
posed of Democrats —
passed the law last month
during a special session.

Associated Press
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Hospital worker gets 39 years in hepatitis case

HOLLY RAMER

Associated Press
CONCORD, New Hamp-
shire (AP) — A fraveling
medical technician who
stole painkillers and infect-
ed dozens of patients in
multiple states with hepati-
tis C through tainted syring-
es was sentenced Monday
to 39 years in prison.

“I don't blame the families
for hating me,” David Kwi-
atkowski said after hearing
about 20 statements from
people he infected and
their relatives. "l hate my-
self.” Kwiatkowski, 34, was
a cardiac fechnologist in

18 hospitals in seven states
before being hired at New
Hampshire's Exeter Hospi-
talin 2011.

He had moved from job
to job despite being fired
at least four times over al-
legations of drug use and
theft.

Since his arrest last year, 46
people have been diag-
nosed with the same strain
of hepatitis C he carries.
U.S. Aftorney John Kaca-
vas said the sentence “en-
sures that this serial infector
no longer is in a position to
do harm fo innocent and
vulnerable people.”
Kwiatkowski admitted
stealing painkillers and re-
placing them with saline-
filled syringes tainted with
his blood. He pleaded
guilty in August to 16 fed-
eral drug charges.

L

This undated file photo provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office in New Hampshire shows David
Kwiatkowski, a former lab technician at Exeter, N.H.

Before he was sentenced,
Kwiatkowski  stood and
faced his victims, saying he
was very sorry and that his
crimes were caused by an
addiction to painkillers and
alcohol. He fold investiga-
tors he had been stealing
drugs since at least 2003
and swapping  syringes
since aft least 2008.

“There’s no excuse for
what I've done,” he said. "I
know the pain and suffer-
ing I have caused.”

The victims spoke angrily

and tearfully of the pain
that Kwiatkowski had in-
ficted by giving them
hepatitis C, a blood-borne
virus that can cause liver
disease and chronic health
problems. Authorities say
the disease played a role
in one woman's death.

“You may only be facing
drug charges, but make
no mistake, you are a serial
killer,” said Kathleen Murray
of Elmira, New York, whose
mother was infected in Bal-
fimore and was too ill to

Associated Press

fravel to New Hampshire
for the sentencing.

Linda Ficken, 71, said she
is haunted by the memory
of Kwiatkowski standing
at her hospital bedside in
Kansas for more than an
hour applying pressure fo
the catheter’'s entry site in
her leg to control bleeding.
“On one hand, you were
saving my life, and on the
other hand, your acts are
a death sentence for me,”
Ficken, of Andover, Kan-
sas, told him.

“Do | thank you for what
you did to help me?2 Do |
despise you for what your
actions did and will conftin-
ue to do for the rest of my
lifee Or do | simply just feel
sorry for you being the pa-
thetic individual you are?2”
Prosecutors said Kwiat-
kowski deserved 40 years
for creating a “national
public health crisis,” put-
ting a significant number of
people aft risk and caused
substantial physical and
emotional harm to a large
number of victims.
Assistant U.S. Aftorney John
Farley called Kwiatkowski's
actions “exceedingly cal-
lous” and “unbelievably
cruel” and noted that Kwi-
atkowski could've stolen
painkillers without exposing
his patients to hepatitis C.
Defense lawyers argued
that a 30-year sentence
would better balance the
seriousness of the crimes
against Kwiatkowski's men-
fal and emotional prob-
lems and his addiction to
drugs and alcohol, which
they said clouded his judg-
ment.

Two of the 16 charges stem
from the case of Eleanor
Murphy, a Kansas woman
who has since died. Au-
thorities say hepatitis C
played a confributing role.
“You ulfimately gave my
mother a death sentence,”
Murphy’s son, Ronnie, told
Kwiatkowski.(]

Newtown to release school massacre call tapes

NEWTOWN, Connecticut
(AP) — The town of New-
town, Connecticut says it
will release the recordings
of emergency calls from
the school shooting that
left 20 children and six edu-
cators dead.

A Connecfticut  Supe-
rior Court judge ruled last
week that the tapes from
last December should be
released to The Associated
Press after a fight over the
records that have been
withheld by investigators.
Newtown officials said in
the statement Monday
that the tapes will be avail-
able Wednesday.

The state's Freedom of
Information  Commission
ruled in September that

Jimmy Greene, left, kisses his wife Nelba Marquez-Greene as he
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the recordings should be
provided to the AP. State’s
Attorney Stephen Seden-
sky Il has been appealing
the commission’s ruling.
He declined to comment
Monday.

The AP plans to review
the content and deter-
mine what, if any, of it
would meet the news co-
operative's standards for
publication.d

Jimmy Greene, left, kisses his
wife Nelba Marquez-Greene
as he holds a portrait of their
daughter, Sandy Hook School
shooting victim Ana Marquez-
Greene at a news conference
at Edmond Town Hall in
Newtown, Conn., Monday,
Jan. 14, 2013.

Associated Press
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VP Biden opens weeklong

Asia trip with Tokyo stop

JOSH LEDERMAN

Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — U.JS. Vice
President Joe Biden has
opened a weeklong trip to
Asia aimed at showing the
U.S. is sfill committed to in-
creasing its engagement
and influence in the region.
Arriving in Tokyo late Mon-
day evening, Biden was
met on the tarmac by Car-
oline Kennedy, the new U.S.
ambassador to Japan. He
started his morning Tuesday
by having coffee with Irish
Prime Minister Enda Kenny,
who is staying in the same
hotel as the vice president.

Later Tuesday, Biden will
meet with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. He'll also tour a
fechnology company and
highlight the role of women
in Japan's economy.

The frip comes as many
in  Asia are questioning
whether the U.S. will fol-
low through with President
Barack Obama’s pledge
to rebalance the U.S. for-
eign policy focus toward
Asia.

“Yes, some question our
staying power,” Biden said
in an interview with Japan’s
Asahi Shimbun newspaper.
“But Japan knows that we

Gunman killed in rare
Iceland police shooting

LONDON (AP) — Police in
Iceland said Monday they
shot dead a gunman —
the first fime armed police
have killed someone in the
nation.

Iceland, which has a finy
population  of  around
320,000, has a low crime
rafe and gun violence is
extremely rare. Its regular
police force does not carry
firearms.

Haraldur Johannessen, Na-
tional Commissioner of the
Icelandic Police, said Mon-
day’s incident was unprec-
edented.

Police said officers were
called to an apartment in
the Reykjavik suburb of Ar-
baer early Monday when
a man fired a shotgun from
inside the flat. Two police-
men, who were not armed,
were shot at when trying to
enter the gunman’s apart-
ment.

Witnesses told local media
that a smoke bomb was
thrown into the apartment
through a broken window
in efforts fo subdue the

man. A special armed unit
then entered and fired at
the man, who was rushed
fo the hospital, where
he died. No one else has
been injured. “All avail-
able members of the po-
lice force were deployed,
and they tried to subdue
him, but it was not success-
ful,” Reykjavik Metropoli-
tan Police Commissioner
Stefan Eiriksson told a press
conference, according to
local media website Visir.
“The man began to shoot
out the window of the
apartment and it was de-
cided to take action.”

The motives of the man,
who has not been named,
are unclear. According
to RUV, Iceland’s national
television station, the gun-
man was a man in his fif-
fies and had been making
threats to his neighbors.
Shotguns for hunting are
legal in Iceland. Many Ice-
landers believe that the
country rarely sees gun
violence in part because
handguns are banned.d

have stayed for more than
60 years, providing the se-
curity that made possible
the region’'s economic
miracle. Economically, dip-
lomatically, militarily, we
have been, we are, and
we will remain a resident
Pacific power.”

Laterin the week, Biden will
meet in China with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping amid an
international spat over Chi-
na's new air defense zone.
Biden will wrap up the
frip in Seoul, where he will
meet with South Korea's
president and prime minis-
ter. He'll deliver a speech
about U.S.-Korean rela-
tions and be briefed on
the North Korean nuclear
situation..

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden waves upon arriving at the Tokyo
International Airport, Monday Dec. 2, 2013. Biden is in Tokyo to
meet with Japan’s prime minister and lawmakers for the first leg
of his Asia tour that includes China and South Korea.
Associated Press
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Thai protest leader vows to escalate offensive

JINDA WEDEL

THANYARAT DOKSONE
Associated Press
BANGKOK (AP) — A fire-
brand opposition leader
vowed Monday to es-
calate his campaign to
topple Thailand’'s govern-
ment, and ordered his fol-
lowers to storm Bangkok's
police headquarters after
they fought all day with riot
police protecting heavily
barricaded key buildings.
Earlier Monday, Prime Min-
ister Yingluck Shinawatra
said she is willing to do any-
thing it takes to end the
violent protests but made
it clear she cannot accept
the opposition’s demand
to hand power to an un-
elected council. Yingluck
was elected with an over-
whelming majority in 2011,
and many observers see
the protesters’ demand as
unreasonable if not out-
landish.

“Right now we don't see
any way to resolve the
problem under the consti-
tution,” she said in the brief
12-minute news confer-
ence televised live.
Yingluck's comments high-
lighted the wunusual po-
litical deadlock Thailand
finds itself in with no clear
solution in sight. The stand-
off infensified as protest
leader Suthep Thaugsuban
gave a defiant speech
late Monday to thousands
of cheering supporters at a
government complex they
seized last week when the
anfi-government demon-
strations started.

The protests have renewed
fears of prolonged insta-
bility in Southeast Asia’s
second-biggest economy
and come just ahead of
the peak holiday tourist
season.

Even if Yingluck dissolves
parliament and calls fresh
elections, Suthep said, he
will  “continue the fight

... because they can al-
ways come back to suck
the blood of people, steal
from people, disrespect
the constitution and make
us their slaves.”

“If people are happy with
elections and go home, |
will remain here alone,” he

day had suffered gunshot
wounds, but it is not clear
who shot them. The police
say they have not used live
rounds.

U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon is ‘con-
cerned” about the situa-

tfion in Thailand and urges

restrained and proportion-
ate,” EU heads of mission
in Thailand said in a state-
ment.

The protesters, who are
mostly middle-class Bang-
kok supporters of the op-
position Democrat Party,
accuse Yingluck of being

An anti-government protester throws tear gas back to riot police near the Government House
in Bangkok, Monday, Dec. 2, 2013. Thailand’s Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra on Monday
rejected the demands of anti-government protesters locked in street battles with police, saying
what they want is unacceptable under the constitution.

said.

Earlier Monday, protesters
commandeered garbage
frucks and bulldozers, and
fried to ram concrete bar-
riers at the Government
House and other key offic-
es. Police repelled them by
firing tear gas, water can-
nons and rubber bullets,
as protfesters shot back ex-
plosives from homemade
rocket launchers.

At least three people were
kiled and more than 200 in-
jured in the past three days
of violence, which capped
a week of massive street
rallies that drew crowds of
more than 100,000 at their
peak. A Bangkok hospital
confirmed that two of the
people they treated Mon-

all sides to exercise "utmost
restraint,” his spokesman,
Martin Nesirky, said.

In Washington, State De-
partment  spokeswoman
Jen Psaki said the U.S. was
also encouraging restraint
and political dialogue. She
told reporters that violence
and seizure of public or pri-
vate property “are not ac-
ceptable means of resolv-
ing political differences.”
The European Union said
it was saddened by the
violent escalation of previ-
ously peaceful demonstra-
tions, and very concerned
over occupation of public
offices and infimidation of
media. “We believe that
the response of the Thai
authorities has so far been

Associated Press

a proxy for her brother, for-
mer Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra. He was de-
posed in a 2006 military
coup but remains central
to Thailand's political crisis,
and is a focal point for the
protester’s hatred.

The protesters say their
goal is to uproot the po-
litical machine of Thaksin,
who is accused of wide-
spread corruption and
abuse of power.

“"Come and join the peo-
ple to get rid of the Thak-
sin regime and we can
work together to change
Thailand info a pure and
democratic country,” said
Suthep who has projected
his fight as a non-violent
campaign for democracy.

Still, he called on his sup-
porters to attack and take
over the Bangkok Metro-
politan Police headquar-
ters on Tuesday, saying the
police were a lackey of
Thaksin and Yingluck.
“We're going to gather all
our forces and we're go-
ing to take over the Metro-
politan Police Bureau and
make it the people’s,” he
said.

Monday’s violence took
place around key institu-
fions -- the Government
House, the Parliament and
Meftropolitan Police Bureau
in the historic quarter of the
capital. The area has some
of Bangkok’s main four-
ist aftractions such as the
Grand Palace, Wat Pho
temple, the Bangkok zoo,
and the backpacker area
of Khao San Road. Most of
Bangkok, a city of 10 mil-
lion, has been unaffected.
Analyst Thitinan Pongsud-
hirak fold The Associated
Press that while Suthep'’s
demands may appear
“bold and blatant,” they
go down well with the peo-
ple ... who think that the
electoral system can never
be trusted and therefore
they have to set up their
own government and re-
write the rules.”

The protesters’ numbers
have dwindled from a
peak of 100,000-plus «
week ago but hardcore
groups have remained af
the frontline, fighting run-
ning battles with the po-
lice.

In her news conference,
Yingluck stuck a conciliato-
ry tone, repeatedly plead-
ing for negotiations, and
implied she was wiling to
hold fresh elections if that
helped.

“I am not against either
resignation or dissolution
of parliament if this solution
will stop the protests,” she
said. 4
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Israeli PM under fire for
alleged pricey expenses

TIA GOLDENBERG
Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's penchant for
scented candles is setting
off a stink, with media and
politicians accusing him
Monday of extravagantly
spending public money.
According to an expense
document obtained by
a civil liberties group, Ne-
tanyahu spent $1,700 on
scented candles, $23,300
on flower arrangements
and $31,600 on garden-
ing af his official residence
in Jerusalem, among oth-
er costs fotaling about

$909,000 in 2012. The group
obtained the document
following a freedom of in-
formation request.

The criticism is the latestin a
string of similar reproaches
against Netanyahu, who is
often accused by Israelis
of leading a lavish lifestyle
while failing to address the
economic ills of the middle
closs.

The report threatens to em-
barrass Netanyahu, whose
government raised tfaxes
and slashed services ear-
lier this year to decrease
a swelling budget deficit.
Coupled with a rising cost
of living, Israelis have for

years complained that
they struggle to make ends
meet. Just two years ago,
hundreds of thousands of
people took to the streets
to protest the country’s
high cost of living.

“When the prime minister
presents such inflated and
absurd amounts in the ex-
pense sheet to the nation,
he can’t look at his citizens
in the eye and swear that
there must be cuts to their
welfare, health care, secu-
rity and education,” wrote
Arye Aplatoniin the Maariv
daily.

Netanyahu, who is known
to enjoy puffing on cigars

After boy mavled, Balkan
animal crueliy in focus

ALISON MUTLER

Associated Press
BUCHAREST, Romania
(AP) — A litter of pup-
pies wrapped in a blan-
ket and set on fire. A dog
roaming the streets with
its jaw hacked off. Cafts
found at the bottom of an
apartment block, spines
snapped.

It's part of a catalog of cru-
elty in recent months that
has gone barely noficed in
Romania.

The struggling EU country
has seen a spate of brutal
aftacks against  animals
following the deadly maul-
ing of a 4-year-old boy in
August by one of Bucha-
rest’'s tens of thousands
of street dogs. Police and
animal welfare officials say
the attacks were fueled by
relentless and “hysterical”

In this Sept. 8, 2013 file photo, Aurica Anghel, right, grandmother
of lonut Anghel, a 4-year old boy who was fatally mauled by
stray dogs last August, after she failed to monitor him while in a
park, holds his picture during a protest in Bucharest, Romania.

Associated Press

media coverage of the
case.

The Four Paws animal wel-
fare group registered 15
cases of people savagely

attacking animals in the
six weeks after the boy's
death, compared to six
cases of similar cruelty in
the previous nine months.[]

Save $10 per couple/per coupon for
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/
per coupon for afternoon cruise

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, shares a word
with Pope Francis during their meeting at the Vatican, Monday,
Dec. 2, 2013. Netanyahu is on a visit to Italy, which include a
meeting with Pope Francis at the Vatican.

and sipping cognac, has
been chided for his lifestyle
in the past. Earlier this year,
a TV station reported that
Netanyahu spent $127,000
in public funds for a spe-
cial sleeping cabin on a
five-hour flight to London.
Netanyahu was forced
to stop buying ice cream
from his favorite Jerusalem
parlor after an Israeli news-
paper discovered his of-
fice was spending $3,000 a
year for the freat.

In the new expense docu-
ment, Netanyahu was also
shown to spend $11,800
on laundry and $41,600
on catering at his official
residence. Expenses for his
vacation home in the up-
scale town of Caesareq,
where he and his family
stfay on weekends, were
also disclosed. The wao-
ter bill there amounted to
more than $22,000 and
the electrical bill hit $7,3%0.

Associated Press

The Netanyahus have an-
other private apartment in
Jerusalem, where spend-
ing amounted fo just over
$1,000.

In a statement, the prime
minister’s office said the
official residence is used
throughout the year to host
dignitaries and world lead-
ers, as well as meetings
with  many participants.
While media reports said
his spending was roughly
$300,000 over budget, the
statement said this year
has seen a decrease in ex-
penses at the official resi-
dence by 16 percent.

The news made front pag-
es and was the topic of
radio talk shows through-
out the day. A carfoon in
the Yediot Ahronot daily
showed Netanyahu and
his wife Sara lighting lemon
grass, vanilla and straw-
berry scented Hanukkah
candles.
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Syria calls for
help destroying
toxic arsenal

EDITH M. LEDERER
MIKE CORDER
Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — Syria’'s deputy for-
eign minister warned Mon-
day that efforts to rid his
country of chemical weap-
ons could fail if the infer-
national community does
not contribute money and
equipment.

Faisal Mekdad told report-
ers at a meeting of the Or-
ganization for the Prohibi-
fion of Chemical Weapons
his country needs armored
vehicles and other resourc-
es to move chemicals out
of Syria for destruction.
“Without these resources
it will be difficult if not im-
possible for Syria and for alll
OPCW to implement the
decisions,” he said.

United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon also
said in a letter fo the Secu-
rity Council that the mission
needs an “unprecedented
effort” by the world.

The OPCW is aiming to de-
stroy Syria’s entire chemi-
cal weapons program by
mid-2014.

It is the first time the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning or-
ganization has attempted
such a disarmament effort
in the midst of a civil war.
Syria only joined the orgao-
nization late this year to
ward off possible airstrikes
by Washington, which
blamed President Bashar
Assad's regime for an Aug.
21 sarin attack on a Da-
mascus suburb. Assad de-
nies responsibility.

Dutch diplomat Sigrid Kaag
told the meeting that key
pieces of the complex puz-

zle that makes up the inter-
national plan to eliminate
Syria’s chemical weapons
program are in place.
Norway and Denmark have
offered merchant ships to
help fransport chemicals
and the United States will
provide a ship on which
the most toxic chemicals
can be destroyed at sea.
Some three dozen private
companies also have ex-
pressed an interest in de-
sfroying less toxic chemi-
cals, which make up the
bulk of the 1,300 meftric tons
of weapons and chemicals
declared by Damascus.
But the key challenge to
the ambitious timeline re-
mains Syria’s ongoing civil
war. “Given the complexity
of the mission and the un-
predictable operating en-
vironment, many factors re-
main outside the control of
the joint mission,” Ban said.
Kaag, who leads the joint
United Nations-OPCW mis-
sion in Syria, said the high-
way linking Damascus and
Homs was closed recently
as she visited the port of
Latakia in a helicopter. The
highway, which has been
the scene of a months-
long government offensive
against rebels, is a key ar-
tery to coastal ports.

“To get the material to port,
it is necessary that roads
are open and are safe and
secure to use,” Kaag said.
Mekdad expressed opti-
mism that Damascus could
win the fight.

“We hope shortly we'llbe in
control of the entire road,”
he said. "These terrorists
do noft respect borders, or
highways or United Nations

J 'i” !

Dr. Faisel Mekdad of the Syrian Arab Republic, right, and fellow delegation members wait for the
start of the eighteenth session of the Conference of the States Parties of the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Dec. 2, 2013. The
world’s chemical weapons watchdog is expected to discuss its ambitious plan to completely
eradicate Syria’s chemical weapons program by mid-2014.

or OPCW so we have to be
very careful that's why we
are asking for all these re-
quirements to ensure a suc-
cessful conclusion of the
entire process.”

While Syrian forces bear
primary responsibility  for
security for the chemical
disarmament mission, Kaag
said she was reaching out
to all sides — including reb-
el groups — in the conflict
that is now in its third year.
In his letter, which included
a progress report on the
mission, Ban said Syrian
authorities, "are being en-
couraged to consider al-
ternative options to ensure
the safety and security of
inland fransportation for
the chemical material.”

He said that as of Nov. 25,
a trust fund set up by the

OPCW to fund the mis-
sion held 10.8 million eu-
ros ($14.6 milion) and the
U.N. trust found a further
$2 million from the U.S. and
pledges of 250,000 euros
($338,000) each from Den-
mark and Luxembourg.
Other nations have made
“voluntary in-kind contribu-
fions.”

They can include flights, the
use of bases and equip-
ment.

Packaging materials that
will be used when toxic
chemicals are transported
have already started to
arrive in Lebanon and the
mission has organized a
course to train Syrian per-
sonnel in preparing the
chemicals to be moved
out of the country by sea.

According to Ban's letter,

Associated Press

Syria  amended its initial
declaration to the OPCW to
increase the total amount
of declared munitions fo
approximately 1,260 items.
It also says that in its initial
declaration on Oct. 23, Syr-
ia declared “possession of
chemical weapons, chem-
ical  weapons produc-
fions facilities, abandoned
chemical weapons, riot
control agents, and other
chemical weapons-related
facilities and chemical in-
dustry facilities.[
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Honduras will recount tallies in presidential vote

.
(-

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
(AP) — Honduras’ electoral
court will recount vote tally
sheets from the Nov. 24 the
presidential election after
receiving a fraud com-
plaint from second-place
candidate Xiomara Cas-
fro, court president David
Matamoros said Monday.
Matamoros said the re-
count might begin some-
fime Monday.

Castro filed a complaint
Monday claiming fraud in
the election, which she lost
to governing party can-
didate Juan Orlando Her-
nandez. The court’s official
results gave Hernandez
37 percent of the votfes to
Castro’s 29 percent.
Castro, 54, and her hus-
band, former President
Manuel Zelaya, claimed
victory and have said they
won't accept the official
count. Without presenting
any evidence, she claims
tally sheets were altered,
the voter registry included
people who are dead or
out of the country, and
polling stations were inad-
equately monitored.
ZLelayawas ousted in a 2009
coup that has left Hondu-
ras politically unstable, and
poverty and violence have
worsened over the last four
years under outgoing Presi-
dent Porfirio Lobo. Castro’s
candidacy was viewed as
Zelaya's attempt to make
a political comeback af-
ter being ousted with six
months left in his term.

The couple led a peaceful
march of several thousand
people Sunday protesting
the official results.

Castro originally asked for
a recount of all ballots, but
her formal complaint only
sought a recount of the
vote tally sheets compiled
at each polling station.
Hernandez has said his vic-
tory is legitimate and he
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Presidential candidate Xiomara Castro, left, and her husband, Manuel Zelaya, ride on the roof of a car with a coffin containing the
body of a supporter that was killed a day earlier by alleged criminals during a protest march in the capital city of Tegucigalpa,

Honduras, Sunday Dec. 1, 2013.

won't negoftiate. He hasn't
commented directly on
the fraud allegations.

The presidential vote was
monitored by missions from
the European Union and
Organization of American
States, which concluded
that the electfion process
was fransparent despite ir-
regularities.

They agreed there was a
faulty system for issuing poll
workers' credentials, and
they said people who were
either dead or who left
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Honduras long ago could The EU observation team er the iregularities were
account for up to 30 per- said Monday that it could enough to change the
cent of registered voters. not comment on wheth- results..]
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Venezuelan oil diplomacy curbed by econo

JOSHUA GOODMAN
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela
(AP) — The late President
Hugo Chavez's dream of
leveraging Venezuela’'s oil
wealth to spread revolu-
fion across Latin America
is crumbling under the
weight of an economic cri-
sis that is forcing his hand-
picked successor to cut
back on generous foreign
aid.

Signs of the country’s wan-
ing influence are becom-
ing more apparent. In ear-
ly November, Guatemala
withdrew from the Petroc-
aribe oil alliance launched
by Chavez, saying it didn't
receive the ultra-low fi-
nancing ratfes it had been
promised by Venezuela
when it first sought to join
the 18-nation pact in 2008.
Also in recent weeks, rep-
resentatives of Brazil and
Colombia have held meet-
ings with their Venezuelan
counterparts to collect
overdue payment for food,
manufactured goods and
other imports.

While Venezuela has fallen
behind on payments be-
fore, the latest cash crunch
is more severe, and the
economic outlook more
uncertain, than any time in
15 years of socialist rule.
The reason is a depen-
dence on oil, which ac-
counts for 95 percent of
exports. Although Venezu-
ela sits atop the world’s
largest reserves, produc-
tfion has steadily declined
in recent vyears. Global
prices for crude are also
lower as hydraulic fractur-
ing technology boosts sup-
plies in the U.S. at a time
that Europe’'s economic
woes and weaker growth
in China limit global de-
mand.

The result is a hemorrhag-
ing of Venezuela's foreign
currency reserves, which
are down 27 percent this
year, according tfo the
country’s central bank.

To meet its obligations,
the government is quietly
scaling back the subsidies,
investments and aqid pro-
grams that were the cor-
nerstone of Chavez's plan
fo curb the influence of
the U.S. “empire” in Latin
America and that total an
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In this Jan 19, 2004 file photo, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, center, embraces Brazil's
President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva, left, and Argentina’s President Nestor Kirchner, in Brasil-
ia, Brazil. The days of geopolitical chest thumping, best captured when Chavez in 2004 laid
out plans to build a pipeline stretching across South America, are a fast-fading memory.

In this June 29, 2013 file photo, under a porirait of the late Hugo
Chavez, Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro, left, talks with
Nicaragua'’s President Daniel Ortega during the 8th Petrocaribe
Summit in Managua, Nicaragua.

estimated $100 billion since
1999.

While President Nicolas
Maduro’s government
has yet to acknowledge
the shift tfoward austerity,
central bank data show
that foreign trade credits,
consisting mainly of loans
and subsidies under Petro-
caribe, fell to $1.7 billion in
the first nine months of this
year, compared with more
than ftriple that amount for
the same period last year.
“It's a lot easier to reduce
foreign aid than cut wages
or fire workers,” said Fran-
cisco Rodriguez, an econ-
omist in New York for Bank
of America-Merrill Lynch.
The counfry most hurt by
the pullback is Nicaragua,
which receives $600 mil-
lion in annual transfers from
Caracas.  Starting  next
year, former guerrilla lead-

Associated Press
er Daniel Ortega’'s gov-
ernment will begin fund-
ing monthly $30 “socialist”
cash transfers to poor Ni-
caraguans that unfil now
have been paid for by
Venezuela. Construction of
Central America’s largest
oil refinery has also stalled
as Venezuelan investment
has dried up.

Analysts said Venezuelans
are now feeling the finan-
cial stresses that worsened
seven months ago, after
Maduro defeated Gov.
Henrique Capriles by a
razor-thin margin to suc-
ceed Chavez following his
death from cancer. Faced
with  growing spending
demands spurred by 54
percent inflation, the state
agency that administers
the nation’s dollars has
been restricting access
to hard currency to pay

x

Associated Press

suppliers overseas. That's
pushed the value of the
dollar in the black market
fo 10 times its official rate
and led to record shortag-
es of everything from foilet
paper to cooking oil.
Maduro blames it on his
opponents in Venezuela
and the U.S., saying they're
conspiring fo sabotage the
economy.

Trading partners  grew
more concerned after the

mic crisis
ness in the Colon Free Zone
adjacent to the Panama
Canal is down about 10
percent this year, due to
declining Venezuelan pur-
chases, said Severo Sousaq,
who represents exporters in
talks with the Venezuelan
government.

Sousa estimates Venezuela
owes Panamanian com-
panies about $1 billion, of
which only 10 percent has
been recovered.

“The results of talks have
been very limited,” said
Sousa.

It's not just less econom-
ic muscle that is freezing
Venezuela's oufreach,
said Carlos Romero, an
international relations ex-
pert at the Central Univer-
sity of Venezuela. Madu-
ro's inability to replicate
Chavez's charisma and a
rapprochement with the
West by Iran and Syrig,
whose previous hard-line
stance Chavez embraced,
are undermining the poli-
fics of confrontation that
the late Venezuelan lead-
er relished, Romero said.
Interventionist policies, like
Maduro’s seizure of ap-
pliance stores last month,
are also on the decline in
much of Latin America.
Even communist Cuba, ifs
staunchest ally, is opening

In this May 15, 261 3 file photo, a customer leaves a private super

market with her purchases in Caracas, Venezuela.

government proposed
paying for imports with
bonds issued by state-run
oil company PDVSA. In Oc-
tober, Brazilian Trade Minis-
ter Fernando Pimentel met
with Maduro to discuss the
unpaid bills, according to
a Brazilian official who in-
sisted on speaking anony-
mously because the talks
were private.

The delays pose a much
bigger risk for smaller Pan-
ama and Colombia. Busi-

Associated Press

up to more private invest-
ment.

“Maduro’s conduct came
as a big surprise to activ-
ists, academics and many
in the international media
who had sympathized with
Chavez and were expect-
ing moderation,” Romero
said. “There’s greater scru-
tiny of his human rights re-
cord and economic poli-
cies, and that has reper-
cussions on Venezuela's in-
ternational reputation.”]
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The fundraising event or-
ganized by Ami Henriquez-
Mendez, the honorary
Consul General of the Phil-
ippine Consulate of Aruba,
called “Aruba helps the

Philippines” was a great

success.

Right in front of the Talk
of the town hotel where
the brand new Linear
Park starts, the place was
packed with Arubans and
Philippines of all ages. The

crowd was dancing along
and as the picture shows,
like on areal rock concert,
heads were shaking!

The following bands put up

an amazing show: Audio-
hazard, Banzaai, Earplugs,
Legend, Primo Bandits, So
What and Baranca. And

we like to thank them all

for the free concert. The
crowd had a blast.

This fundraising was orgao-
nized to help the victims
& their families during the
earthquake & typhoon di-
saster that claimed 6000

L

registered deaths & a mil-
lion homeless inhabitants
in the Philippines 3 weeks
ago.

There was plenty of food /
desserts for sale, 7 amaz-
ing Rock Bands playing
live, performances of local
& Filipino artists, dances &
other presentation and lo-
cal products being sold
like organic products, hot
sauces, flip lops and a new
local t-shirt brand called:
“Area 297 Kustom Appar-
el”.

The exact amount collect-
ed for the people in need

is not known as yet and do-
nations are still welcome at
CMB # 62558205 or Banco
di Caribe # 82272501 under
the name “Aruba helps the
Philippines” Every little bit
helps!

This event was brought to
reality with the help of the
proud sponsors: DOW, Se-
tar, Selimar, Total Services,
the local Press, Radio Sta-
fions & TV, Western Union,
Eva's Arubiana, Tropical
Boftling, Andina Ice, Hopi
Bon Grill and “Area 297",
for the extra efforts to make
this event great. [
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Palm Beach -- Michael &
Jeff from Toledo, Ohio,
who have known each
other since the Millennium,
exchanged vows at sunset
at the Divi Aruba Phoenix
Beach Resort.

Wedding guests were
freated to pre-ceremony
cocktails with unforgetta-
ble Tina Turner's music vid-
eos as backdrop.

Then a local reverend of-
ficiated over the blessing
which was followed by an
infimate dinner, toes in the
sand.

After the cutting of the two-
tier cake, Michael & Jeff re-
lease flying sky lanterns into
the sparkling heavens over
Palm Beach, for an extra
measure of good luck and

happiness.

The just-wed couple en-
joyed a blanket of love
made off friends coming in
from as far as New Orleans.
Ring bearers Lulu and
Spike, two tiny Yorkshire Ter-
riers, she in a custom pink
gown and he in a Tommy
Bahamas shirt, enjoyed the
festivities as much as the
two-legged crowd.
Michael & Jeff have been
coming to Aruba on vaca-
fion for the past thirteen
years, same time each
year, Thanksgiving Week.
This year, their visit is extra
special, as they invited their
local friends to attend their
beautiful, much-anticipat-
ed wedding celebration,
on Saturday. 4
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At Bugaloe:

Aruban Fresh FISh nght Off The Coast!

PALM BEACH - Fresher
than Fresh, is what you are
served in the popular Bu-
galoe Beach Bar & Ciill, lo-
cated af De Palm Pier, bet-
ween the RIU Palace Hoftel
and The Raddison Hoftel.
Mondays will no longer be
just another Monday. No!
It’s Crazy Fish Monday at
Bugaloe! Beautiful color-
ful platter of exquisite fish,
yellow rice and rich vege-
tables is what you will be
served from Chef Hernan-
dez” kitchen every Mon-

f"‘

day. Whether choosing
Fried Fish Basket foronly $15
or a delicious Red Snapper
for $20, you wish it was Mon-
day every day! Bugaloe is
known for fun and crazi-
ness, so it was only logical
Chef Marc Hernandez likes
to go wild when it comes to
his cooking. Caught in the
morning, served at night
is the frue Bugaloe way,
maybe this explains its po-
pularity from the start. Cra-
zy Fish Monday is served
from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m.

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill
is open daily from 92 a.m. till
midnight. Start your day of
right with a delicious cap-
puccino, or walk in to enjoy
a casual lunch in between
sunbathing.

A few nights a week Buga-
loe is host fo some of the
best live bands of Aruba,
while you are savoring din-
ner and enjoying the beau-
tiful Aruba Sunset! Don’t
forget to make one hour
in the day even happier
at Bugaloe’s daily Happy
Hour from 5 till 6 p.m. Re-

the music and the fun and
smiles saluting you!lld

servations are not neces-
sary, just follow your hips to
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Foerd
\ Tuertay!

Earn DOUBLE POINTS
All'Day Long!

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play our
slots from I0am to 4am and we'll DOUBLE your
points for DOUBLE Cash Back!

Vheore Awuda goot to play!

Open daily 10am to 4am « L.E. lrausquin Blvd #47 - 583.5000 « www.casinoalhambra.com
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CASINO AND SHOPS
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The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Da-
vid West scored 14 of his 24
poinfs in the third quarter
and grabbed 12 rebounds,
and Paul George had
27 points as the league-
leading Indiana Pacers
improved their best start in
club history to 16-1 with @
105-100 victory over the Los
Angeles Clippers on Sun-
day. Roy Hibbert added 19
points to the Pacers’ sev-
enth straight win.NBA Cap-
sules Jamal Crawford led
the Clippers with 20 points.
Chris Paul had 17 points
and 10 rebounds, while
Blake Griffin scored 16 and
pulled down 12 rebounds
— equaling teammate De-
Andre Jordan's total.

The defending Pacific Di-
vision champion Clippers
played their first game
since finding out that J.J.
Redick will be sidelined six
to eight weeks because of
a broken bone in his shoot-
ing hand and a ligament
tearin his right eloow.
HEAT 99, BOBCATS 98
MIAMI (AP) — Chris Bosh
scored 13 straight points for
Miami in the final minutes,
including a trio of 3-point-
ers that capped a late rally
as the Heat found a way
fo beat Charlotte to ex-
tend ifs winning streak to
10 games.

Bosh's three 3s came in a
79-second span, the last of
them putting Miami up 93-
921 with 1:20 left.

LeBron James led the
Heat with 26 points, Bosh

Indiana Pacers forward Luis Scola, left, of Argentina, puts up a shot as Los Angeles Clippers center
Ryan Hollins defends during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013, in Los

Angeles.

Associated Press

finished with 22, Dwyane
Wade scored 17 and Mario
Chalmers added 12 for Mi-
ami, which has beaten the
Bobcats 14 straight times.
Kemba Walker scored 27
points for the Bobcats, who
had led the entire second
half until Bosh's barrage.
Gerald Henderson scored
17, and Al Jefferson fin-
ished with 16 points and 13
rebounds for Charlotte.
THUNDER 113, TIMBER-
WOLVES 103

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Kevin Durant recorded his
first triple-double of the
season with 32 points, 10
rebounds and 12 assists as
Oklahoma City rallied for
yet another fourth-quarter
win, beating Minnesota.
Oklahoma City extended
its winning streak to seven
games, tops in the Western
Conference, and moved
fo 9-0 on the season at
home. It's the franchise's
longest home  winning
stfreak to open a season
since the 2004-05 cam-
paign, when the feam
played in Seattle.

Kevin Martin, in his return
to Oklahoma City after
joining Minnesota during
the offseason, led the Tim-
berwolves with 24 points,
while Nikola Pekovic had
22 points and 10 rebounds.
The Thunder have beaten
Minnesota eight straight
fimes at home, dating to
the 2008-09 season, the
franchise’s first in Oklaho-
ma City.

Continued on Page 21

NFL: Officials erred at end of Sunday night game

By BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - Redskins
coach Mike Shanahan
spoke Monday with the
NFL's director of officiating
after the league said
Sunday night's crew made
an error on Washington's
final drive.

The league said officials
should have stopped play
and eliminated confusion

about the down and
distance at the end of
the Giants' 24-17 victory
at Washington. *'I talked
to Dean earlier today, he
gave me a call and just
went over the scenario,”
Shanahan said, referring
to Dean Blandino, who
oversees NFL officiating.
""Obviously they made a
mistake and you live with
it.""With New York leading

by seven points just after
the two-minute warning,
a cafch by the Redskins'
Pierre Garcon on second-
and-5 was spotted short
of a first down at the
Washingtfon 45. Referee
Jeff  Triplette  signaled
third down. But the head
linesman, with the Redskins
in a hurry-up offense,
incorrectly motioned for
the crew to advance the

chains, which caused the
down boxes to read first
down. ‘In this situation
where there is obvious
confusion as to the status of
the down, that play should
have been stopped prior to
third down and the correct
down communicated to
both clubs,’” Blandino said
Monday in a statement.
“'This should have occurred
regardless of the fact

that  Washington  had
no fimeouts and it was
inside two minutes.”” Only
the referee can rule and
signal a first down. The
official nearest to the
down markers and chain
crew, the head linesman,
is required to wait for that
first-down signal from the
referee  before moving
the chains. That did not
happen at FedEx Field.(d
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Jesse Owens’ Olympic medal up for auction

RAQUEL MARIA DILLON
Associated Press

LAGUNA NIGUEL, Cadlifor-
nia (AP) — One of the four
Olympic gold medals won
by tfrack and field star Jesse
Owens at the 1936 Berlin
Games is up for sale in an
online auction that runs
through Dec. 7

The medal — being auc-
fioned online — recalls
both the Nazi propaganda
myths that Owens busted
with his world record-set-
ting 100-yard dash, and the
American segregation that
he came home to when
he returned to the U.S. af-
ter the Games, which Adolf
Hitler orchestrated to show-
case his ideas of Aryan su-
premacism.

“"Almost  singlehandedly,
Owens obliterated Hitler's
plans,” SCP Auctions part-
ner Dan Imler said. “You've
got an African American,
son of a sharecropper,
grandson of slaves who
overcame these incredible

circumstances and deliv-
ered a performance for the
ages.”

The auction began Nov. 20
and closes Saturday. As of
Monday, it had received
15 bids, with the highest at
nearly $209,000, Imler said
in an email."We expect a
lot of bidding activity on
the final day of the auction,
which is typical,” he said.
Owens won gold in the 100-
and 200-meters, the 400 re-
lay and the long jump. But
when he returned from the
Berlin Games, he struggled
to provide for his family.

His job options were limited
by segregation and be-
cause he decided to return
home instead of going on
four with the U.S. Olympic
Team, he was stripped of
his amateur athletic status.
“When they came back,
the U.S. was just as it was
when he left — segregat-
ed. Even though he came
back an Olympic hero, he
wasn't offered opportuni-

ties that Olympic heroes
of today are offered,” said
his daughter, Marlene Ow-
ens Rankin, 74, of Chicago.
“We lived well, a middle
class life. We didn't want
for much. But like many
black men of that era, he
sfruggled to provide for his
family.”

Owens gave one of his four
Olympic gold medals to
dancer and movie star Bill
“Bojangles” Robinson, an-
other supremely talented
African-American  whose
career was hemmed in
by limited roles for black
men, Imler said. Robinson
befriended Owens after
the athlete return from the
Olympics.

“They formed a friendship
and also a professional
relationship. Bojangles
helped Owens get work in
the entertainment field,”
Imler said. “"Owens gave
him this medal out of grati-
tude and as a token of their
friendship.”

This Nov. 19, 2013 photo shows track and field star Jesse Owens’
gold medal is displayed from his 1936 Olympics win at the SCP

Auctions in Laguna Nigel, Calif.

Owens worked for a short
fime as a band leader but
eventually returned to his
hometown of Cleveland
where he worked for the
parks department and
eventually found his way
info public speaking, his
daughter said.

“The black community re-
vered him for what he had
accomplished,” she said.

Associated Press

“"Had it been an even play-
ing field, my father and Bo-
jangles would have been
super-stars.”

The medal comes from the
estate of Robinson’s wid-
ow. The Robinson family
declined to comment but
Imler said they plan to use
the proceeds to pay col-
lege tuition and contribute
to charity.[

Catch your own dinner with Driftwood!

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant:

passion for fishing.

really mean.

e S = | Herby loves to share his fishing
ORANJESTAD - The down-

town marina is home of Drift-
wood Fishing Charters,

successful fisherman of the
established seafood restau-
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad.

Driftwood owner Herby

the

Merryweater has a love and

A fisherman who knows about fish,
what our local waters have to offer,
and what the words :fresh seafood”

| What Herby catches will be served
| in his restaurant on the same day.

passion with the many visitors to
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft.
Twin Engine Post yacht,
appropriately called “Driftwood |
and I, is available for charters on
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm.

also included.

ruba.com

Winners of Intl.

Catch your own dinner

A charter includes: captain, mate
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas
and bottled water. On a full day
charter sandwiches and snacks are

You can call Herby directly at (297)
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda-

Driftwood Restaurant. This
authentic Aruban seafood restau-
rant is located in characteristic
downtown Oranjestad. Their

“from the pier to your plate!”

LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009

extended menu has been jubled by
many. Driftwood offers daily spe-
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day *

$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max.

6 people. Driftwood Restaurant
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res-

taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown

Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515
www.driftwoodaruba.com

Open hours: every day, from 5pm till
10:30pm. Sunday Closed.
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Kesler nets 2; Canucks edge Hurrlcanes 3 2

The Associated Press
RALEIGH, North Carolina
(AP) — Ryan Kesler scored
two goals to lead the Van-
couver Canucks to a 3-2
win over the Carolina Hur-
ricanes on Sunday.

NHL Capsules

Tom Sestito also scored for
the Canucks, and Jason
Garrison had two  assists.
Backup goalie Eddie Lack
made 29 saves to help
Vancouver earn its third
winin 11 games.

Kesler's second goal
capped a stretch in which
the teams combined to
score three goals in 37 sec-
onds.

Jordan Staal and Nathan
Gerbe scored 10 seconds
apart for Carolina in the
opening 49 seconds of the
second period. Kesler an-
swered 27 seconds later to
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make it 3-2.

Carolina’s Cam  Ward
made 27 saves.

The Hurricanes, who failed
on six power-play chances
against the NHL's best pen-
alty-killing unit, have lost six
of eight.

RED WINGS 4, SENATORS 2
OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) —
Daniel Alfredsson scored
an empty-net goal and
added an assist in his return
to Ottawa as Detroit beat
the host Senators.
Alfredsson, the former long-
fime captain of the Sena-
tors, wasn't primarily re-
sponsible for Ottawa'’s sec-
ond straight loss and fourth
consecutive at home, but
he helped contribute to
the confinuation of his ex-
team’s woes.

Like so many fimes in their
previous 27 games in the

post-Alfredsson era, some-
thing was missing for the
Senators (10-13-4). Defen-
sive breakdowns led to
goals, and there wasn't
enough offense to com-
pensate.

Drew Miller scored twice,
Johan Franzen added a
goal, and Jonas Gustavs-
son made 29 saves for De-
froit.

Clarke MacArthur and Mika
Zibanejad had goals for Ot-
tawa, which won the first
two meetings between the
teams this season in Defroit.
Robin Lehner took the loss.
The Red Wings, who won
their fourth straight, haven't
lost since the Senators beat
them on Nov. 23.

OILERS 3, STARS 2, SO
DALLAS (AP) — Jordan
Eberle and David Perron
scored in the shootout, and
Devan Dubnyk come on in
relief of injured goadlie llya
Bryzgalov to help Edmon-
ton earn a win over Dallas.
Dubnyk stopped two of
three shots in the tiebreak-

Carolina Hurricanes’ Jay Harrison (44) and Nathan Gerbe (14) defend as Vancouver Canucks’
Ryan Kesler, right, shoots and scores as Chris Higgins (20) and Jannik Hansen, center, defend dur-
ing the second period of an NHL hockey game in Raleigh, N.C., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013.

Associated Press

er. Dallas’ Kari Lehtonen
failed fo make a save in the
shootout.

Edmonton’s Ales Hemsky
scored 5 seconds before
the second period ended,
and Andrew Ference fired
in a slap shot with 5:07 re-
maining in regulation to tie
it again.

Ryan Garbuft scored two
goals, including a short-
handed tally that gave Dal-
las a 1-0 lead in the second
period. He also put the Stars
ahead in the third.

Garbutt nearly had a hat
trick but he was stopped
on a breakaway attempt
by Bryzgalov with 3:41 left in
the second. Garbutt collid-
ed with Bryzgalov, who left
with an upper-body injury
and didn’t refurn.
Bryzgalov, who made 28
saves, trailed 1-0 when he
came out.

In other games it was Ed-
monton 3, Dallas 2, SO;
Vancouver 3, Carolina 2;
and Detroit 4, Ottawa 2.1
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Special prices on Balashi,
Balashi Chill, Mojito
& many more!

Palm Beach at De Palm Pier | www.bugaloe.com

T: (297) 586 2233 | info@bugaloe.com

NBA Capsules

PELICANS 103, KNICKS 99
NEW YORK (AP) — Ryan
Anderson made seven
3-pointers and scored 31
points as New Orleans
overcame the loss of An-
thony Davis to a broken left
hand to beat New York.
Tyreke Evans added 24
points, including 10 in the
fourth quarter, as the Peli-
cans sent the Knicks to
their ninth straight loss over-
all and seventh in a row af
home.

Davis had seven points
and four rebounds in the
first quarter before leaving
with what the Pelicans said
was a non-displaced frac-
ture in his left hand. The
team said a timetable for
his return has not been de-
fermined.

Carmelo Anthony finished
with 23 poinfs and rookie
Tim Hardaway Jr. had 21
for the Knicks, who haven't
won at home since beat-
ing Milwaukee on Oct. 30
in their season opener.
WARRIORS 115, KINGS 113
SACRAMENTO, Califor-
nia (AP) — Stephen Curry
made two free throws with
8.6 seconds leffand had 12
of his 36 points in the fourth
quarter, helping Golden
State beat Sacramento.
Curry made five 3-pointers
and also added 10 assists
for the Warriors, who had
lost two straight and five of
SiX.

Klay Thompson connect-
ed on a career-high eight
3-pointers and scored 28
points for Golden State.
Harrison Barnes and Do-
vid Lee had 11 points for
the Warriors, who ended a
four-game road frip with @
2-2 record.

In foul frouble throughout,
DeMarcus Cousins had
24 points in just over 20
minutes. Marcus Thornton
scored all of his 21 points

Continved from Page 18

in the second half for the
Kings, who have dropped
four straight and are now
3-7 at home.

TRAIL BLAZERS 114, LAKERS
108

LOS ANGELES (AP) - La-
Marcus Aldridge had 27
points and nine rebounds
as Portland blew most of a
20-point lead in the fourth
quarter before holding on
to beat Los Angeles for its
12th victory in 13 games.
Damian Lillard had 26
points and nine assists, and
Wesley Matthews scored
17 points for the Blazers,
whose 11-game winning
streak ended four days
earlier in Phoenix.

Portland returned from its
holiday break with its first
road victory over the Lak-
ers in seven tries since April
11, 2010, but only after the
undermanned Lakers ral-
lied within one point in a
harrowing fourth quarter.
Xavier Henry scored 27
points and Jodie Meeks
added 20 for the Lakers,
who had won five of six to
climb above .500 for the
first time this season.
PISTONS 115, 76ERS 100
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan
(AP) — Andre Drummond
had 31 points and 19 re-
bounds as Detroit beat
Philadelphia.

Drummond was limited
tfo 34 minutes, but he sfill
became the first player
to have aft least 31 poinfs,
19 rebounds and six steals
in a game since Hakeem
Olajuwon in 1990. He set
career highs in all three
categories, two days after
Maurice Cheeks left him
on the bench for the last
21 minutes of Detroit’s loss
to the Lakers.

Brandon Jennings and
Josh Smith added 20 points
each for the Pistons, while
Thaddeus Young had 24 for
Philadelphia before fouling

out late in the game.
NUGGETS 112, RAPTORS 98
TORONTO (AP) — Nate
Robinson scored 23 points
off the bench as Denver
beat Toronto for its sixth
straight victory.

The diminutive guard hit
five 3-pointers, including
back-to-back baskets with
just over two minutes to
go, as the Nuggets pulled
away.

Rudy Gay led the Raptors
with 23 points, while Jonas
Valanciunas added 18.
DeMar DeRozan and Kyle
Lowry each had 17. It was
Toronto’s third straight loss.
Denver's bench scoring
was the difference. The
Nuggets' reserves out-
scored their Raptors coun-
terparts 72-16.

In other NBA games it was
Denver 112, Toronto 98;
Indiana 105, L.A. Clippers
100; Detroit 115, Philadel-
phia 100; Golden State
115, Sacramento 113; Mi-
ami 99, Charlotte 98; Okla-
homa City 113, Minnesota
103; New Orleans 103, New
York 99; and Porfland 114,
L.A. Lakers 108.(1

New York Knicks forward Carmelo Anthony, left, drives up
against New Orleans Pelicans forward Al-Farouq Aminu in the
second half of an NBA basketball game in New York, Sunday,
Dec. 1, 2013. Anthony scored only 23 points as the Pelicans de-
feated the Knicks 103-99, sending New York to the team’s ninth
straight loss.

Nets’ Pierce has broken
hand, out 2-4 weeks

NEW YORK (AP) — Paul
Pierce will be out two to
four weeks with a broken
bone in his right hand, the
biggest loss yet for the inju-
ry-plagued Brooklyn Nets.
The team said Monday
that Pierce had been di-
agnosed with a non-dis-
placed fracture of the third
metacarpal of his right,
shooting hand. He was hurt
Friday in the first half of a
loss at Houston. ]
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Vonn putting off knee surgery for hope of comeback

PAT GRAHAM

AP Sports Writer

VAIL, Colorado (AP) —
Lindsey Vonn is delaying
further surgery on her right
knee for as long as possible
in hopes of skiing at the So-
chi Olympics.

Vonn partially tore one of
her reconstructed knee
ligaments during a crash in
tfraining two weeks ago at
Copper Mountain.

She is seeing if she can ski
without another opera-
tion because that would
all but end any chance
of defending her Olympic
downhill title in February.
Vonn says she likely would
be proceedingin the same
way even if this weren't an
Olympic season.

“| probably would've done
what I'm doing right now,
test it out,” Vonn said after
a training session at Vail on
Sunday. “If | felt like it was
possible to keep sking, |
probably would've. Either
way, af the end of the sea-
son, | have to reconstruct
the ACL.

“So it's kind of like, might as

Lindsey Vonn slows to a stop after a training run down a Super-G
course, Friday, Nov. 29, 2013, in Vail, Colo.

well see how long it holds
up. Not a lot of options. In
the end, surgery is going to
have to happen.”

On a chilly momning, Vonn
took two warmup runs fol-

Associated Press

lowed by three aggressive
passes through the super-
G course in her race suit,
hugging the corners tight
and looking quite fast. Af-
terward, she said her surgi-

cally repaired knee felt “re-
ally good.”

So much so that Vonn will
fravel to Lake Louise, Al-
berta, this week for down-
hill fraining on a course she
usually dominates. If frain-
ing goes well, she will race
for the first time since tear-
ing ligaments in her right
knee during a high-speed
accident at the world
championships in February.
“Just frying to ski solid,” she
said. “I'm not frying to do
race runs. I'm trying to build
info it.

Nof push it too hard. Buf |
was still be able to be ag-
gressive and confident
in what I'm doing so that
when | get up to Lake Lou-
ise | can hopefully have a
good feeling right away.”
As she rehabbed the knee
over the offseason, Vonn
was anficipating a return
for the nearby Beaver
Creek races this weekend.
She was on pace, too,
before her wipeout at the
speed center in Copper
Mountain in which she par-
tially tore her ACL.

Vonn said it's been difficult
to watch Lara Gut of Swit-
zerland win the downhill
and super-G races on d
new course Yonn was very
much look forward to trying
out before the 2015 world
championships.
“Frustrating to miss the
race,” Vonn said. "Defi-
nitely with this current situ-
ation, there was no way |
could’ve skied that bumpy,
steep course.

| know it was the right de-
cision. That gives me a
peace of mind.

I'm trying to look forward

to Lake Louise and cheer
for my team.”
Asked if she planned to at-
tend the giant slalom race
on Sunday, Vonn said, “Oh,
no.

“My family is leaving so I'm
spending a couple of extra
hours with my family. Then,
I'm going to pack up and
get ready for Lake Louise.”
Vonn needs three wins
to match Austrian great
Annemarie  Moser-Proell’s
record of 62 victories in
World Cup races.]]

Tigers trade RHP Fister
o Nationals for 3

p_quers

T

In this Sept. 19, 2013, file photo, Detroit Tigers starting pitcher Doug Fister throws against the Seattle
Mariners during a baseball game in Detroit. The Tigers have traded Fister to the Washington Na-
tionals for three players announced Monday, Dec. 2.

By LARRY LAGE

AP Sports Writer

DETROIT (AP) -- The Detroit
Tigers fraded right-hander
Doug Fister to the Washing-
ton Nationals for three play-
ers Monday night, opening

a spot in their rotation and
perhaps saving some mon-
ey to keep Max Scherzer
beyond next season.

Detroit received infielder
Steve Lombardozzi, minor
league lefty Robbie Ray

Associated Press

and reliever lan Krol for Fis-
ter, a 14-game winner for
the AL Central champions.
“"We are excited to be
adding three solid players
to the organization,” Ti-
gers president and general

manager Dave Dombrows-
kisaidin astatement. *'Rob-
bie is a premium pitching
prospect, lan adds a qual-
ity left-handed young arm
for the bullpen and Steve
provides our ballclub with
versatility in several roles as
a switch-hitting utility man.
“"This affords us the op-
portunity to move the left-
handed arm of Drew Smyly
info the starting rotation
where we are confident he
will do well,”’ the statement
said.

It also might help the fran-
chise afford to give Scherz-
er, the AL Cy Young Award
winner, a new confract
before he becomes a free
agent following the 2014
season.Detroit has had a
busy offseason so far.

FILE - In this March 6, 2013,
file photo, Washington Na-
fionals’ Steve Lombardozzi
chases down asing ...

The Tigers traded first base-
man Prince Fielder and his
$214 milion contract two
weeks ago to the Texas
Rangers in part to poten-
tially save more than $75
million, giving them even
more financial flexibility.

They also allowed shortstop
Jhonny Peralta to leave as
a free agent for St. Louis.
Fister is going from one
stfacked rotation fo an-
other. He will likely replace
Dan Haren in the rotation
and join Stephen Strasburg,
Jordan Zimmermann and
Gio Gonzalez.

The 29-year-old Fister was
14-9 with a 3.67 ERA last
season and was 32-20 in
two-plus seasons in Deftroit,
which acquired him in a
frade from the Seattle Mari-
ners. He struck out an Amer-
ican League-record nine
batters in a row against the
Kansas City Royals late in
the 2012 season.

The 6-foot-8 Fister fared
well in the postseason,
even when he was hit in
the head by a line drive.
He shook off the scary mo-
mentin Game 2 of the 2012
World Series against San
Francisco and took a shut-
out bid intfo the seventh in-
ning in what ended up be-
ing a 2-0 loss to the Giants.
Over three postseasons
with the Tigers, he had a
2.98 ERA in seven starts and
a relief appearance.l
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Amazon.com sees delivery drones as future

SCOTT MAYEROWITZ

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Ama-
zon.com is working on a
way to get customers their
goods in 30 minutes or less
— by drone.

The world'’s largest e-com-
merce company said it's
working on the so-called
Prime Air unmanned air-
craft project in its research
and development labs.
But Amazon says it will take
years to advance the tech-
nology and for the Federal
Aviation Administration fo
create the necessary rules
and regulations.

The project was first re-
ported Sunday by CBS' “60
Minutes” TV newsmaga-
zine.

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos
said in a primetime inter-
view that while the oc-
tocopters look like some-
thing out of science fiction,
there’'s no reason they
can't be used as delivery
vehicles.

Bezos said the drones can
carry packages that weigh
up to five pounds (2.3 ki-
lograms), which covers
about 86 percent of the
items Amazon delivers.
The current generation of
drones the company is test-

a s

This undated image provided by Amazon.com shows the so-called Prime Air unmanned aircraft
project that Amazon is working on in its research and development labs.

ing has arange of about 10
miles (16 kilometers), which
Bezos noted could cover
a significant portion of the
population in urban arecs.
While it's tough to say ex-
actly how long it could
take the project to get off
the ground, Bezos told "“60
Minutes” that he thinks it
could happenin four or five
years.

One of the biggest promis-
es for civilian drone use has

been in agriculture.

The unmanned aircraft can
fly over large fields and
search out bugs, rodents
and other animals that
might harm crops. Then,
thanks to GPS, another
drone could come back
and spread pesticide on
that small guadrant of the
field.

Agriculture is also seen as
the most-promising use
because of the industry's

Associated Press

largely unpopulated, wide
open spaces. Delivering
Amazon packages in mid-
town Manhattan will be
much frickier.

Besides regulatory approv-
al, Amazon's biggest chal-
lenge will be to develop a
collision avoidance system,
said Darryl Jenkins, a con-
sultant who has given up
on the commercial airline
industry and now focuses
on drones.

Who is to blame, Jenkins
asked, if the drone hits a
bird, crashes into a build-
ing?e Who is going to insure
the deliveries?

There are also technical

questions.
Who will recharge the
drone  batteries? How

many deliveries can the
machines make before
needing service?

“Jeff Bezos might be the
single person in the uni-
verse who could make
something like this hap-
pen,” Jenkins said. “For
what it worth, this is a guy
who's totally changed re-
tailing.”

The biggest losers could be
package delivery services
like the U.S. Postal Service,
FedEx and UPS.

FedEx spokesman  Jess
Bunn said in an email:
“While we can't specu-
late about this particular
technology, | can say that
making every customer
experience outstanding is
our priority, and anything
we do from a technology
standpoint will be with that
in mind."”

Amazon's stock dipped
$1.98, or less than one per-
cent, to $391.64 in Monday
morning’s trading.

BlackBerry head says
company is ‘very much alive’

ROB GILLIES

Associated Press
TORONTO (AP) — Black-
Berry's interim chief execu-
five said Monday reports of
the death of the company
“are greatly exaggerated.”
Former Sybase CEO John
Chen said in a letter to cus-
tomers that BlackBerry is re-
turning to its roots, refocus-
ing on delivering devices
and services to business
users.

Chen was brought in as the
interim chief executive and
executive chair after talks
to sell the company col-
lapsed last month.

He said in the lefter that
the company is aware that
“BlackBerry is not for every-
one."”

Blackberry  quickly  lost
dominance as the leading
smartphone maker after

the 2007 launch of Apple’s
touchscreen iPhone.

Chen notes that competi-
tors are circling but that
BlackBerry is “very much
alive, thank you.”

Chen said BlackBerry has
substantial cash and said
he’'ll refocus the company
on four areas, including the
handset business. Chen put
more emphasis on Black-
Berry’'s mobile device man-
agement business, which
allows IT departments to
manage different devices
connected to their cor-
porate networks. He also
emphasized  BlackBerry's
popular BlackBerry Mes-
senger applicafion. And
he mentioned embedded
QNX  software  systems,
which are used in-vehicle
infotainment systems and
industrial machines.

BGC analyst Colin Gillis said
a lefter meant to reassure
customers is needed. The
much-hyped BlackBerry 10
system, its latest phones,
flopped. The company dis-
closed in September that
it would book nearly a bil-
lion dollars in losses related
to unsold phones and the
company announced last
month it was no longer for
sale.

“They are being targeted
pretty heavily. Their cus-
tomers are up for grabs,”
Gillis said.

Focusing on business users
is probably the only move
Blackberry has left, Gillis
said.

“I's a much smaller busi-
ness. This is the niche play-
er. You can build phones
for those people in that
niche. You can have a de-

In this Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013, file photo, Arun Kumar, a se-
nior product manager for BlackBerry, shows off the new Black-
Berry 210 during the global launch of the company’s new smart-
phones in Toronto.

cent little business,” Gillis
said. “Enterprise customers
who like keyboards. There's
not really a good keyboard
device out there. Some
people like keyboards. |
personally don’t love typ-
ing on glass.”

Gillis said he expects Chen
tfo name himself CEO soon

Associated Press

because he's not acting
like an interim CEO. "He's
signing alll this stuff as CEO,”
Gillis said.

Shares of BlackBerry rose 4
cents to $6.37 in afternoon
trading on the Nasdaq.
The decline of the Black-
Berry has come shockingly
fast. 4
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Americans click
for deals on
Cyber Monday

MAE ANDERSON

AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Power
up and shop.

Millions of  Americans
took advantage of on-
line deals ranging from
free shipping to hundreds
of dollars off electronics
and half-price clothing
Monday, which was ex-
pected to be the busiest
online shopping day of
the year. The spending
surge on so-called Cy-
ber Monday came after
a disappoinfing holiday
weekend in stores. And it
showed that Americans
are increasingly comfort-
able buying items on talb-
lets and smartphones.
Early results showed on-
line shopping was up
18.7 percent compared
with the same time last
year, according to fig-
ures by IBM Benchmark.

Mobile traffic, which in-
cludes smartphones and
tablets, accounted for
30 percent of all online
fraffic. The National Re-
tail Federation, a frade
group, predicts more
than 131 million people
will shop online Monday,
up about 2 percent from
last year. Meanwhile, UPS
expects to pick up more
than 32 milion packag-
es on Monday, about a
million more than Cyber
Monday last year. And
research firm comScore
expects Cyber Monday
sales of $2 billion, up
from about $1.47 billion
last year. Online sales
account for about 10
percent of total holiday
spending, which is ex-
pected to grow about
3.9 percent to $602.1 bil-
lion for the months of No-
vember and December.

Joel Anderson, president
and CEO of Walmart.
com, said he anficipates

In this Monday, Nov. 26, 2012, file photo. packages are ready
to ship move along a conveyor belt at the Amazon.com 1.2
million square foot fulfilment center, in Phoenix.

U.S. delays Treasury
bill weekly auction

The Associated Press

The Treasury Department has delayed the weekly auction of three-month and six-
month Treasury bills because of an error that occurred during testing their auction
system. Treasury said that the auction that was scheduled to occur on Monday will
now take place on Tuesday. Officials said that the delay was caused by an error that
occurred during a systems fest that impaired their ability to fake bids.

Joyce Hairris, a spokeswoman for the Bureau of Public Debt, said that it was extremely
rare for the government to postpone a regularly scheduled auction of Treasury debt.
Separately, the Federal Reserve said Monday that the average yield for one-year
Treasury bills, a popular index for making changes in adjustable-rate mortgages, was
0.13 percent last week, unchanged from the previous week.[

European, U.S. authorities
take contirol of websites

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Europol says American and European authorities have taken
control of 690 websites that were selling counterfeit merchandise.

The European police coordinafion agency said the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement had teamed up with European law enforcement agencies and Hong
Kong customs authorities to seize the sites’ domain names. ICE director John Sand-
weg said in a statement that “counterfeiters take advantage of the holiday spirit
of shoppers around the world and sell cheap fakes to unsuspecting consumers ev-
erywhere.” Common articles sold on the sites included headphones, sports jerseys,
grooming products, shoes and electronics. Visitors to the 297 domains seized in the
U.S. and 393 others in Britain, France, Spain, Romania, Hungary, Denmark, Belgium
and Hong Kong will be redirected to a warning notice.]

Cyber Monday to be the
site's busiest day ever. He
said 2013 is the “tipping
point” for mobile traffic,
which includes smart-
phones and tablets.
More than half  of
Walmart.com'’s tfraffic
came from smartphones
and tablets on Thanks-
giving and Black Friday,
Anderson said. And he
expected the same to
be true on Monday.
“2013 is the year online
went mobile,” he said.
Arthur Baynes, 30, was
checking out email deals
on his smartphone. The
fravel insurance claims
adjuster from Richmond,
Virginia, was looking for
a new TV and Blu-Ray
games for his younger rel-
atives. “When I'm looking
for something, I'll look it
up onmy phone andthen
use the Amazon app on
my iPad to buy,” he said
Monday. “It's just easier.
| don't have to sit down
where my computer is.”
Cyber Monday comes
after retailers’ failed ef-
forts to boost spending
during the holiday week-

Associated Press

end. They offered big dis-
counts in early Novem-
ber, and several opened
stores on Thanksgiving
Day on Thursday. But the
retail federation predicts
that spending fell for the
first time ever, down 2.9
percent to $57.4 billion,
during the four days that
ended Sunday.

About 81 percent of re-
tailers planned to offer
deals specifically for Cy-
ber Monday, according
tfo the NRF's online arm,
called Shop.org.

The name Cyber Mon-
day was coined in 2005
by Shop.org tfo push
people to shop online.
After retailers revved up
deals for the day, it be-
came the busiest online
shopping day in 2010. But
since then, more people
shop online with faster
Internet access, and re-
tailers have expanded
deals, stretching them
info Cyber Week or even
Cyber Month. This year,
retailers such as Amazon
and Wal-Mart rolled out
online deals beginning in
November.[
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Saab is back: First cars produced under new owners

MALIN RISING

Associated Press
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Two
and a half years after Saab
shut down production due
fo financial frouble, the
Swedish car rolled a new
sedan off its assembly lines
in Trollhattan, in south-west
Sweden, on Monday.
National Electric Vehicle
Sweden, the Hong Kong-
based company that
bought the brand out of
bankruptcy in September
last year, presented its new
9-3 Aero Sedan as the first
in a series of new cars it will
produce.

The company, also called
NEVS, said the first 200 cars
will be delivered in the
spring and will cost 279,000
kronor ($42,500) each.
Next year, it will also launch
a 9-3 wagon, followed by
convertible and electric
models.

Saab shut down produc-
fion in April 2011 after six
decades of building cars
as its earlier Dutch owner,

Spyker Cars, struggled with
financing. It filed for bank-
ruptcy in December the
same year, dealing a huge
blow to the tfown of Troll-
hattan and the company’s
3,000 employees.

NEVS now employs around
600 people, including
many former Saab em-
ployees, and acting Presi-
dent Mafttias Bergman said
he felt “incredibly happy,
proud and humble” that
the company has been
able to restart production.
Bergman wouldn't give
any forecast of how many
cars NEVS expects to sell
but said they will start on
a small scale and adjust
production based on order
intake.

The company aims to
make electric cars under
the Saab brand, but said it
will also provide gasoline-
fuelled cars until “electric
cars fully meet customer
demands.” It said it de-
cided to start off with a
gasoline-fuelled car to get

production going as fast as
possible and retain previ-
ous supply chains and spe-
cialist staff.

It said it will start selling its
cars directly to Swedish
customers through its welb-
site as of Dec. 10.

The luxury sports car maker

Spyker Cars bought Saab
from General Motors — it-
self in bankruptcy protec-
tion following the financial
crisis — in 2010. At that
fime, Saab sales had dwin-
dled to around 27,000 from
a peak of around 133,000
cars in 2006.

GM had acquired a 50 per-
cent stake of Saab in 1989,
and gained full ownership
in 2000.

The aircraft and defense
company with the same
name is an independent
entity, building fighter jets
and weapons systems.]

Reporters look at the first production Nevs (National Electric Vehicle Sweden) Saab 9-3 Aero at
the Trollhattan factory in Sweden, Monday, Dec. 2, 2013. NEVS bought the remains of Swedish car
maker SAAB and is focusing on electric vehicles. However the first car to leave the factory after it

was restarted is a gasoline fueled 220 horsepower 2.0-liter turbo.

Associated Press

U.S. stocks fall
on disappointing
holiday sales

BERNARD CONDON

AP Business Writers

NEW YORK (AP) — The final
month of a stellar year for
stocks began with a thud.
All three major indexes
closed lower Monday,
the first day of frading in
December. Investors sold
shares on signs that Ameri-
can shoppers — that seem-
ingly inexhaustible fuel of
global economic growth
— may hold tight to their
cash this holiday season.
Shoppers turned out in re-

cord numbers over the
four-day Thanksgiving
weekend, but plunked

down less cash than they
did last year. It was the
first decline in Thanksgiving
weekend spending since a
retail frade group began
tracking it in 2006.

Investors reacted by selling
all types of retailer stocks,
from department stores to
specialty chains. J.C. Pen-

ney, Macy's and Target
fell about 2 percent each.
Urban Outfitters dropped
nearly 4 percent.

“This holiday season is not
going to be a gangbuster,”
said Lindsey Piegza, chief
economist of Sterne Agee.
“Retailers are bracing for
declining activity from now
to the beginning of the
year."”

One big exception to the
retailer doldrums was Ebay,
which rose 1.5 percent
thanks to strong sales af its
online auctions.

The Dow Jones industrial
average has surged 22 per-
cent this year and, if history
holds, will add to that gain
this month. The Dow has
risen in December in three
out of every four years go-
ing back to 1950, accord-
ing to the Stock Trader’s Al-
manac. The average gain:
1.7 percent.

On Monday, the Dow fell

In this Friday, Nov. 22, 2013, file photo, traders work on the floor
of the New York Stock Exchange. Associated Press

77.64 points, or 0.5 per-
cent, to 16,008.77. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 in-
dex dropped 4.91 points,
or 0.3 percent, to 1,800.90.
The Nasdag composite fell
14.63 points, or 0.4 percent,
to 4,045.26

The government reported
that developers boosted
construction spending
in October at the fastest
pace in more than four
years. A separate survey
showed that manufactur-

ing activity rose at its fast-
est pace in 2 2 years.
Joseph §S. Tanious, global
market sfrategist at JPM-
organ, said he was en-
couraged by the reports
but that many investors
ignored them. He said
people have made too
much money in the market
already this year and are
playing it safe by locking in
gains.

“Investors are looking for
reasons to sell,” Tanious

said. “But | think the mar-
kets will move higher be-
tween here and the year-
end.”

Stocks have soared as the
economy maintains a slow
but steady recovery and
companies contfinue to in-
crease earnings. Demand
for stocks also has been
bolstered by Federal Re-
serve purchases of $85 bil-
lion of bonds each month.
The goal is to hold down
interest rates, make bonds
less attractive than stocks,
and sfimulate the econ-
omy.Stock investors are
waiting for a government
report on jobs Friday for
clues about whether the
stimulus policy is working
and when the Fed will ease
off its bond purchases. In-
vestors have sold on days
when they feared a Fed
pullback was imminent.

In government bond trad-
ing, the yield on the 10-
year note climbed to 2.80
percent, from 2.75 percent.
The yield was as low as 1.63
percent in early May.
Phone companies led
the broader market lower
Monday. Investors typically
buy those stocks because
they pay big dividends,
providing income. [
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Fertility doctors aim t

MARILYNN MARCHIONE

AP Chief Medical Writer
BOSTON (AP) — U.S. doc-
fors are reporting an epi-
demic — of fwins. Nearly
half of all babies born with
advanced fertility help are
multiple births, new federal
numbers show.

In the five years since the
“Octomom” case — when
a California woman gave
birth fo octuplets — big
multiple births have gone
way down but the fwin
rate has barely budged.
Twins aren’'t always ftwice
as nice; they have much
higher risks of prematurity
and serious health prob-
lems.

Now fertility experts are
pushing a new goal: One.
A growing number of cou-
ples are attempfting preg-
nancy with just a single em-
bryo, helped by new ways
to pick the ones most likely
fo succeed. New guide-
lines urge doctors to stress
this approach.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s
most recent numbers show
that 46 percent of IVF ba-
bies are multiples — mostly
twins — and 37 percent are
born premature. By com-
parison, only 3 percent of
babies born without fertility
help are twins and about
12 percent are preterm.
It's mostly an American
problem —some European
countries that pay for fertil-
ity freatments require using
one embryo at a time.

The American Society for
Reproductive Medicine is
frying to make it the norm
in the U.S., foo. Ifs guide-
lines, updated earlier this
year, say that for women
with reasonable medical
odds of success, those un-
der 35 should be offered
single embryo transfer and
no more than two at a
fime. The number rises with
age, to two or three em-
bryos for women up to 40,
since older women have
more trouble conceiving.
Abigail and Ken Ernst of
New Jersey used one em-
bryo to conceive Lucy, a
daughter born in Septem-
ber. Using one embryo at
a time “just seemed the
most normal, the most nat-
ural way” to conceive and
avoid a high-risk twin preg-

o lower rate of twin births

In this photograph taken Thursday, Nov. 21, 2013, Ken Ernst,
left, and his wife Abigail Ernst, right, pose for The Associated
Press with their 2-month-old daughter, Lucy, in their Oldwick,

N.J. home.

nancy, the new mom said.
Not all couples feel that
way, though. Some can
only afford one fry with in
vitro fertilization, or IVF, so
they insist that at least two
embryos be used to boost
their odds, and view twins
as two for the price of one.
Many patients “are tell-
ing their physicians ‘I want
twins,”"” said Barbara Col-
lura, president of Resolve,
a support and advocacy
group. "We as a society
think twins are healthy and
always come out great.
There's very little reality”
about the increased medi-
cal risks for babies and
moms, she said.

The guidelines of the Amer-
ican Society for Reproduc-
tive Medicine say women

———
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Associated Press

should be counseled on
the risks of multiple births
and embryo transfers and
that this discussion should
be noted in their medical
records.

“In 2014, our goal is really
to minimize twins,” said Dr.
Alan Copperman, medi-
cal director of Reproduc-
five Medicine Associates
of New York, a Manhattan
ferfility clinic.

“This year I'm talking about
ftwo versus one. Several
years ago | was ftalking
about three versus two”
embryos.

The one-at-a-time idea is
catching on. Only 4 per-
cent of women under 35
used single embryos in
2007 but nearly 12 percent
didin2011.4
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Hubble Telescope best shot at learning comet fate

MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida
(AP) — NASA said Monday
that the Hubble Space
Telescope is the best bet
for figuring out whether
Comet ISON disintegrated
during its brush with the
sun last week.

A pair of solar observa-
tories saw  something
emerge from around the
sun following ISON'’s close
approach on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. But scientists
don't know whether the
spot of light was merely
the comet’s shattered re-
mains or what's left of its
icy nucleus. Either way, by
now, they say it may be
just dust. Over the com-
ing week or two, scientists
will keep a lookout for any
brightening, which could
indicate what, if anything
is left. Hubble should put
the matter to rest in mid-
December, when the
comet’s remains are far
enough from the sun for
safe viewing.

As for us earthlings, there
appearsto belittle chance
of spofting what's left of
the comet with the naked
eye. Whatever is left will
pass closest to Earth on
Dec. 26; it will keep a safe
40 million miles (64 million
kilometers) away.

ISON was making ifs first vis-
it to the inner solar system,
after traveling from the
Oort cloud on the fringes
of the solar system, home
to countless icy bodies,
most notably the frozen
balls of dust and gas in or-
bit around the sun known
as comets

It was discovered by Rus-
sian astronomers last year
and, early on, was predict-
ed to become the comet
of the centfury because
of its brightness. Indeed,
ISON would have wowed
observers if it had survived

In this combination of three
images provided by NASA,
comet ISON appears as a
white smear heading up
and away from the sun on
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28-
29, 2013. ISON was not visible
during its closest approach
to the sun, so many scientists
thought it had disintegrated,
but images like this one from
the ESA/NASA Solar and
Heliospheric Observatory
suggest that a small nucleus
may still be intact..
Associated Press

the sun'’s fury.

NASA turned all its space
eyes on the sun-grazing
comet throughout the
year, watching as ISON
advanced ever closer.
Even scientists were left
wondering whether the
comet would survive its en-
counter with the sun from
just 730,000 miles (1.17 mil-
lion kilometers) out.

In an online blog, the Na-
val Research Laboratory’s
Karl Battams paid tribute
Monday to ISON and sug-
gested that donations
be made to astronomy
clubs, observatories or
charities supporting sci-
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ence and math educa-
tion for children. “Never
one to follow convention,
ISON lived a dynamic and
unpredictable life, alter-

nating between periods
of quiet reflection and
violent outburst,” Battams,
an astrophysicist, wrofte.
“"Comet ISON leaves be-

2:30UT 11/29/2013

hind an unprecedented
legacy for astronomers,
and the eternal gratitude
of an enthralled global
audience."

China launches first moon

e

The Long March 3B rocket
carrying the Chang’e-3
lunar probe blasts off from
the launch pad at Xichang
Satellite Launch Center, in
southwest China’s Sichuan
Province on Monday, Dec.
2, 2013. China has launched
its first mission to land a
rover on the moon that will
transmit images and survey
the moon'’s surface. The
spacecraft is expected to
land in mid-December.
Associated Press

BEUJING (AP) — China
launched its first rover mis-
sion to the moon Mondavy,
sending a roboftic craft
named Jade Rabbit to

tfrundle across the lunar
landscape, examine its ge-
ology and beam images
back to Earth.

A rocket carrying the rov-
er aboard an unmanned
Chang'e 3 spaceship suc-
cessfully blasted off early
Monday from a launch
centerin southwestern Chi-
na and was scheduled to
arrive on the moon in mid-
December, the official Xin-
hua News Agency said.
“We will strive for our space
dream as part of the Chi-
nese dream of national re-
juvenation,” Xichang Sat-
ellite Launch Center direc-
tor Zhang Zhenzhong said.
If the Chang'’e 3 successful-
ly soft-lands on the moon,
China will become the
third country to do so, after
the United States and the
former Soviet Union. A soft
landing does not damage
the craft and the equip-
ment it carries. An earlier
Chinese craft orbited and
collected data before in-
tentionally  crash-landing
on the moon.

“"Chang’e” is a mythical
Chinese goddess of the

the ‘Jade Rabbit’

moon, and “Yutu” — or
“Jade Rabbit” —is her pet.
The solar-powered rover
will survey the moon’s geo-
logical structures and set
up a telescope to survey
the surface as well as ob-
serve the Earth’'s plasma-
sphere, a region of dense,
cold plasma that surrounds
the planet, Xinhua said.
China sent its first astro-
naut info space in 2003,
becoming the third nation
after Russia and the United
States to achieve manned
space travel independent-
ly. China has already said
its eventual goals are to
have a space station and
put an asfronaut on the
moon.

The military-backed space
program is a source of
enormous natfional pride
and has powered ahead
in a series of well-funded,
methodically timed steps.
It has already made major
breakthroughs in a relo-
tively short time, although
it lags far behind the Unit-
ed States and Russia in
space technology and
experience.ld
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Lady Gaga unveils
dolls in her
flamboyant likeness

TOKYO (AP) —
One-of-a-kind
Lady Gaga has
been replicat-
ed.

The pop star un-
veiled life-size
dolls in her like- E
ness, dressed in &
her flamboyant
costumes, at

a Tokyo event ¢
Sunday. A per-
son leaning
against the sili-
con doll's chest
can hear Lady
Gaga music
and messages.
Gaga said she
was honored 1o ;
have replicas of ==
herself.  When
her friends saw
the dolls, “they
were so excited
to take pictures
of me with the

&

Lady Gaga poses for a photocall with her
life-sized doll during a press conference
to promote her album “ARTPOP” in Tokyo,
Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013.

Associated Press

New Zealand airline reveals
image of Hobbit dragon

AUCKLAND, New Zedaland
(AP) — New Zealand’s na-
tional airline unveiled a gi-
ant image Monday of the
dragon Smaug on one of
its planes to celebrate the
premiere of the second
movie in the Hobbit trilogy.
Air New Zealand showed
the 54-meter (177-fooft)
image that's featured on
both sides of a Boeing 777-
300 aircraft.

The plane is scheduled to
fly to Los Angeles in time
for the premiere of “The
Hobbit: The Desolation of
Smaug,” which screens
Monday, Pacific Standard
Time at the Dolby Theatre.
It was the first fime fans got
a chance to see director
Peter Jackson's interpre-
tation of Smaug. In the
first movie, the director re-
vealed only the dragon’s
eye.

The Hobbit trlogy was
filmed in New Zealand and
is based on the book of the

In this photo taken on Friday, Nov. 29, 2013, released by Air New
Zedaland, an image of the dragon Smaug from Peter Jackson's
Hobbit trilogy, is shown on the side of an Air New Zealand plane
in Auckland, New Zealand.

same name by J.R.R. Tolk-
ien.

The movie opens in the-
aters in mid-December.
The image is a decal, or gi-
ant sticker, produced by
special effects studio Weta
Digital, which also worked
on the movie.

Air New Zealand spokes-
man Andrew Aitken said it

dolls and then

all of a sudden the dolls
took over. And the dolls
were the most important
thing in the room. And this is
a beautiful thing,” she said.
Japanese industrial  and
design companies teamed
with her record label to
create the Gagadoll, in-
spired by her new “Artpop”
album. They're prototypes
not yet available for sale.
At the news conference,
the  27-year-old  singer
made her grand entrance
wearing a red plaid jump-
suit and wrapped in coils of

the same fabric.

Gaga is participating in a
charity auction to benefit
the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami victims. She's hop-
ing that one of the two Gao-
ga-styled Hello Kitty dolls
will raise a lot of money for
the cause. “Artpop” hasn’t
matched the critical ac-
claim or sales of her block-
buster "“Born This Way"
aloum. Gaga said she
looked forward to returning
to Japan with the “Artpop™
tour. The concert schedule
hasn't been released.]

Associated Press

intends to keep the decal
on the plane for at least a
year, until the opening of
the third Hobbit movie. The
airline also used a decal to
celebrate the opening of
the first movie.

New Zealand has sought
to use the popularity of the
movies as a way to market
itself and boost tourism.

Jennifer Lopez to receive March
of Dimes parenting honor

The Rascals abandon 2nd
Broadway concert series

NEW YORK (AP) — Two concert series in a year on Broad-
way is apparently foo much for The Rascals: The ‘60s-era
blue-eyed soul quartet has abandoned plans to play the
Marquis Theatre this month.

In a statement released Monday, the band said a sched-
uling conflict with producer Stevie Van Zandt prompted
the cancellation of a series of shows sef to run from Dec.
16 to Jan. 5.

Full refunds are available.

Van Zandt is filming of the third season of his Netflix show
“Lilyhammer” and touring with Bruce Springsteen.

“The Rascals: Once Upon a Dream” — featuring the songs
“Good Lovin,”” “People Got to Be Free” and “I've Been
Lonely Too Long” performed by the original members —
played at the Richard Rodgers Theatre earlier this year.[

This July 26, 2013 file photo shows singer and actress Jennifer
Lopez at the “Viva Movil by Jennifer Lopez” flagship store grand

opening in the Brooklyn borough of New York.

JESSICA HERNDON
AP Film Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jenni-

Associated Press

fer Lopez is being honored
by the March of Dimes.
Lopez, the 44-year-old

mother of 5-year-old twins,
Maximilian and Emme, will
receive the Grace Kelly
Award at the eighth an-
nual March of Dimes lun-
cheon at the Beverly Hills
Hotel on Friday. She's be-
ing recognized as a celeb-
rity parent role model sup-
porting women giving birth
to healthy babies after full-
ferm pregnancies.

The 75-year-old nonprofit
organization aims to pre-
vent birth defects, prema-
ture births and infant mor-
tality.

A&E networks President
and CEO Nancy Dubuc
and Dr. Balaji Govindaswa-
mi, chief of newborn medi-
cine at the Santa Clara
Valley Medical Center, will
also be honored.

Lopez said in a statement:
“As a mother myself, | am
aware of the importance
of healthful pregnancies
and babies.”

Reese Witherspoon was
honored at last year's
event.l
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The Coens abide: Joel & Ethan on refusing maturity

JAKE COYLE

AP Film Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —“If you're
frying fo assign the ftrait of
maturity to us, frankly, it
won't wash.”

A conversation with the
flmmaking brothers Ethan
and Joel Coen has only
just goften started when
Ethan, quite gleefully, puts
a stop to any discussion of
growth, evolution or de-
velopment. Now in their
late 50s, the Coens have
a host of awards, including
best picture for their tense,
bone-dry Cormac McCar-
thy adaptation “No Coun-
fry for Old Men.” Their last
film, the much Oscar-nomi-
nated Charles Portis adap-
tation “True Grit,” was an
unexpected box-office hit,
earning $250 million world-
wide. Somewhat shock-
ingly, they are — to use the
much sought-after label in
their “O Brother, Where Art
Thou?"” — bona fide.

Their latest, the folk music
tale “Inside Llewyn Da-
vis,” continues the frend
of awards-season releases
with  more realism than,
say, the screwball of “The
Hudsucker Proxy” or the
surrealism of “The Big Leb-
owski.” The Coens don't
dismiss the frend. They just

predict its imminent expiro-
tion dafte.

“If you're trying to make a
developmental statement
about us,” Ethan explains,
“it might not ...”

“It might not stand the
test of the next movie,”
says Joel, finishing the sen-
tence. They chuckle with
fickled delight, like boys
who are getting away with
something, at the thought
of their next opus. (More on
that later.)

For now, there's “Inside
Llewyn Davis,” the lat-
est zag in a career full of
wholly unpredictable hop-
scotching through noir
(“Blood Simple,” ‘'Miller’s
Crossing”), farce (“Burn Af-
ter Reading,” "'The Lady-
killers”) and less categori-
cal guandaries (*A Serious
Man”).

Tracking the Coens is, fo-
mously, a fool's game.
What leads them down
Los Angeles bowling al-
leyse Or into a ‘'50s-era
barber shop? Aided by the
Dave Van Ronk memoir
“The Mayor of MacDougal
Street,” they arrived af spe-
cifically 1960-61 Greenwich
Village for “Inside Llewyn
Davis” because it exists on
the cusp of history, ahead
of Bob Dylan’s arrival.

Oscar Isaac stars as the
titte character, a folk guitar
player and singer whose
beautiful playing is con-
trasted by his foul-mouthed,
cynical downtown life,
which he spends hopping
from couch to couch, gig

5
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with editors working on
the bottom floor on a con-
cert documentary of the
movie’'s music, to air on
Showtime on Dec. 13. To
accommodate a reporter,
Ethan lugged a chair up to
the small top-floor perch

Directors Joel Coen, right, and Ethan Coen attend the premiere
of “Inside Llewyn Davis” during the 51st New York Film Festival

on Saturday, Sept. 28, 2013 in New York.

to gig. The Coens, with T
Bone Burnett, fill the fim
with full performances of
less famous songs from the
era, all but one of which
was filmed live (rather than
to playback). On a recent
fall afternoon, the Coens
granted an interview with
The Associated Press at
their Tribeca office, a nar-
row three-story apartment

Associated Press

where the brothers brain-
storm and script.

From here their movies
are born, generated from
the pingponging between
their similarly imaginative,
comic minds.

“We were just sitting
around the office talking
about nothing, as we do,
and (Joel) said, ‘OK, sup-
posing it begins in an alley

behind Gerde's Folk City
and somebody beats the
(expletive) out of Dave
Van Ronke'” says Ethan,
while Joel laughs. “That’s
the beginning of what
movie?g”

They start most films in this
unusually  specific  way.
“Miller’'s Crossing” began
with a hat floating away
info the woods. “Burn Af-
ter Reading” started when
they pronounced that they
would never, ever open a
flm “CIA Headquarters:
Langley, Virginia.” But the
sheer antithesis of the idea
became its greatest at-
fraction: They peopled
their version of a hyper-
techno spy thriller with the
most emphatically human
characters.

Some openings don't im-
mediately lead anywhere.
They had the start of "O
Brother” — “three dopes
chained together” — but
didn’t know where it went
for three or four years. “Far-
go” goft stuck midway: “For
a year and a half, | would
open up the drawer and it
would say: ‘Interior: Shep's
apartment. Carlis screwing
the escort,’” Joel recalls.
Often, their genre hop-
ping is predicated more on
books than movies.[

This file publicity image released by The O+M Company shows
Billy Porter during a performance of “Kinky Boots.”
Associated Press

MARK KENNEDY

AP Drama Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Thanks-
giving was rough on tur-
keys but pretty good for
Broadway theaters — sev-
eral shows broke records
over the holiday weekend,
from new kid on the block
“Kinky Boots” to the old rul-
er "The Lion King.”

Even Wiliam Shakespeare
joined the party, with his
“Twelfth Night” and "Rich-
ard " playing in repertory

led by Mark Rylance shat-
tering an 8-year-old record
at the Belasco Theatre.

The Broadway League
released data Monday
that showed the 32 shows
on the Great White Way
earned more than $31 mil-
lion, with an average paid
admission of $120. So far,
this season’s haul stands
at more than $620 million,
much better than the $576
million earned at this fime
last season, although at-

Broadway gobbles up
Thanksgiving records

tendance sfill lags.

“Kinky Boots,” which won
the 2013 Tony Award for
best musical, grossed $1.9
million over eight perfor-
mances during the week
ending Sunday, smashing
the all-fime house record
atfthe Al Hirschfeld Theatre.
It beat out the crown held
there in January 2012 by
the revival of *How To Suc-
ceed in Business Without
Really Trying,” which had
one more performance.
The circus-themed revival
of "Pippin,” which an-
nounced Monday that it
had recouped its $8.5 mil-
lion investment, reported
that it had also beaten
its own Music Box Theaftre
house record for a sin-
gle show, earning about
$151,000 on Friday night.
“Motown the Musical,” the
story of Motown founder

Berry Gordy and featuring
an astonishing Motown
catalog, tookin $1.5 million
over eight shows last week,
the show's best week ever
and a record for the Lunt-
Fontanne Theatre.

“The Lion King" shows no
signs of losing its roar — the
show netted $2.3 million,
setting a house record
for an eight-performance
week at the Minskoff The-
afre. The show, celebrat-
ing its 16th year, passed
“Les Miserables” on Satur-
day to become the fourth
longest-running show on

Broadway.
The Rylance-led “Twelfth
Night” and “Richard III”

grossed about  $826,000,
despite setting aside 2,000
seats a week for students
for $25. Its haul easily beat
the ftheater’'s last box-of-
fice ruler, “Julius Caesar,”

another Shakespeare clas-
sic starring Denzel Wash-
ington that earned nearly

$755,000.
A revival of Harold Pinter’s
“Befrayal” starring Rao-

chel Weisz, Daniel Craig
and Rafe Spall did what
it seems destined to do:
break another record at
the Barrymore Theatre with
a haul of $1.2 million.

Even “Spider-Man: Turn
Off the Dark,” whose
numbers have lately
slumped, gained more

than $651,000 more than
the previous week, and
brought in $1.4 million.
Of course, “Wicked” re-
mained the top week’s
earner with a staggering
$2.6 million over nine per-
formances, followed by
“The Lion King” and in third
spot “The Book of Mor-
mon” with $2.1 million.[]
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For Some Folks,
Life Is A Hill

Charles M. Blow

© 2013 New York Times News
Service

| strongly reject the concept

of  respectability  politics,
which postulates that a style
of dress or speech justifies in-
justice, and often violence,
against particular groups of
people or explains away the
ravages of their inequality.

| take enormous excep-
fion to arguments about the
“breakdown of the family,”
particularly the black fam-
ily, that don't acknowledge
that this country for centuries
has endeavored, consciously
and not, to break it down. Or
that family can be defined
only one way. | don't buy
info the mythology that most
poor people are willfully and
contentedly poor, happy to
live with the help of handouts
from a benevolent big gov-
ernment that is equally happy
to keep them dependent.
These are allarguments based
on shame, meant to distance
fraditional power structures
from emerging ones, to allow
for draconian policy argu-
ments from supposedly car-
ing people. These arguments
require faith in personal failure
as justification for calling our
fellow citizens feckless or doc-
frinally disfavored.

Those who espouse such ar-
guments must rooft for failures
so that they're proved right.
They need their worst con-
victions to be affimed: that
other people’'s woes are due
solely to their bad choices
and bad behaviors; that there
are no systematic suppressors
at play; that the way to suc-
cess is wide open to all those
who would only choose it.
Any of us in the country who
were born poor, or minority, or
female, or otherwise different
- particularly in terms of gen-
der or sexual identity - know
better.

Misogyny and sexism, rac-
ism, income inequality, pa-
friarchy, and homophobia
and heteronormative ideals
course through the culture like
a pathogen in the blood, in-
fecting the whole of the being
beneath the surface.

So it is to the people with
challenges that | would like to
speak today. | know your pains

and your struggles. | share
them. It is incredibly dispirit-
ing when people are dismis-
sive of the barriers we must
overcome simply to make it
to equal footing. | know. It is
infuriating when people offer
insanely naive solutions to our
suffering: “Stop whining and
being a victim!” | know.

But | also would like to share
with you the way I've learn
to deal with it, hoping that
maybe it will offer you some
encouragement.

| decided long ago fo achieve
as an act of defiance - fo de-
fine my own destiny and re-
fuse to have it defined for me.
| fully understand that trying
hard doesn’t always guaran-
fee success. Success is often
a fluky thing, dependent as
much on luck and favor as
on hard work. But while hard
work may not guarantee suc-
cess, not working hard almost
always guarantees failure.

| frame the argument to my-
self this way: If you know that
you are under assault, recog-
nize it, and defend yourself.
Trying hard and working hard
is its own reward. It feeds the
soul. It affirms your will and
your power. And it radiates
from you, lighting the way for
all those who see you.

When | am asked to give
speeches, | often include this
analogy:

For some folks, life is a hill. You
can either climb or stay at the
bofttom.

It's not fair. It's not right. But
it is so. Some folks are born
halfway up the hill and oth-
ers on the top. The rest of us
are noft. Life doles out favors
in differing measures, often as
a result of historical injustice
and systematic bias. That's a
hurtful fact, one that must be
changed. We should all work
tfoward that change.

In the meantime, until that
change is real, what to do if
life gives you the hill2

You can curse it. You can
work hard to erode it. You
can try to find a way around
it. Those are all understand-
able endeavors. Staying at
the bottom is not.

You may be born at the bot-
tom, but the bottom was not
born in you. You have it with-
in you to be better than you
were, to make more of your
life than was given to you by
life.

This is not fo say that we can
always correct life's inequities,
but simply that we honor our-
selves in the trying.

History is cluttered with in-
stances of the downtrodden
liffing themselves up. The
spirit and endurance that it
requires is not a historical ar-
fifact but a living thing that
abides in each of us, part of
the bloodline, written in the
fracks of tears and the sweat
of toil.

If life for you is a hil, be a
world-class climber.(]
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_The Al;nosf Year-End Quiz

Gail Collins

© 2013 New York Times News
Service

Once we get past Thanksgiving,
the year is pretty much over,
right? There's hardly anything
left of 2013 - just ask the House
of Representatives, which has a
grand total of four full workdays
remaining on the calendar.

It's really not too soon to start
looking back over where we've
been. So much 2013 to remem-
ber: the government shutdown,
Miley Cyrus, the Obamacare
website, “Smurfs 2,” Ted Cruz.
Before you block it all away for-
ever, let's see how much you
can recall in this Almost Year-
End Quiz. In the spirit of the sea-
son, there are a few unfair frick
questions hidden in the pile.

1. We now know that President
Barack Obama travels with a
special tent that can:

A) Create an eavesdropping-
proof cone of silence in any ho-
tel room.

B) Reduce expenses by housing
low-level aides in the parking
lot.

C) Screen out pollen during
hay-fever season.

D) Attract publicity for the ad-
ministration’s Yurts for Peace
Program.

2. The “Filner headlock” is:

A) Professional wrestling move
that has been banned in Wis-
consin.

B) Gigantic black hole in the

Andromeda galaxy that may
be moving our way.

C) Hold used on female staffers
by the ousted mayor of San Di-
€go.

D) Popular anti-car-theft device
marketed on TV by former Sen.
Fred Thompson.

3. Just before the government
shutdown, Rep. Ted Yoho, R-
Fla., compared himself and his
fellow repeal-Obamacare reb-
els to:

A) Brad Pitt in *“World War Z.”

B) Sandra Bullock in “Gravity.”
C) Rosa Parks and Martin Luther
King.

D) Everybody at the Alamo.

4. Another Republican repre-
sentative, Mike Kelly of Pennsyl-
vania, compared John Boehner
to:

A) Charlton Heston parting the
Red Sea.

B) Kanye West at the MTV Video
Music Awards.

C) George Washington crossing
the Delaware.

D) Jesus on Palm Sunday.

5. In the Virginia gubernatorial
race, Ken Cuccinelli attempt-
ed fo brand his opponent as a
blowhard with the slogan:

A) “All puppy and no plan.”

B) “All bunny and no basics.”
C) "All otters and no organiza-
fion.”

D) "All cats and no categories.”
6. Cuccinelli's opponent, Terry
McAuliffe, won the governor-
ship despite his background as
a proud Democratic Party fund-
raiser. McAuliffe bragged in his
autobiography that when his
fifth child was born he:

A) Left the hospital before the
delivery to attend a Washing-
ton Post party.

B) Hit up the delivery room nurs-
es for a donation to the Con-
gressional Campaign Commit-
tee.

C) Named the baby “Bundler.”
D) Stopped at a fundraising
event while driving home from
the hospital, leaving his infant
son and weeping wife in the
car.

7. Neil Riser, a Louisiana state
senator who was backed by

both the Tea Party and the po-
litical establishment, lost a spe-
cial congressional election to
Vance McAllister, who was best
known for:

A) Being confused with heavy
metal guitarist Vince McAllister.
B) Never having set foot in
Washington.

C) Being endorsed by Phil Rob-
ertson, duck call maker and star
of the reality show “Duck Dy-
nasty.”

D) Saying it was a waste of fime
to keep voting to repeal Obam-
acare.

8. Which of the following did
Sen. Rand Paul not do this year:
A) Delivered an impassioned
speech at a congressional
hearing about the poor perfor-
mance of his toilet.

B) Claimed the FDA is “coming
after your doughnuts.”

C) Agreed to headline the
opening of the Republican
Party’'s new African-American
Engagement Office in Detroit.
D) Got caught plagiarizing from
Wikipedia, a Heritage Founda-
fion report, a Cato Institute jour-
nal and an article in The Week.
9. Which of the following did
Gov. Chris Christie not do this
year:

A) Scheduled a special senato-
rial election for a Wednesday in
October so it wouldn't divert at-
fention from his own re-election
two weeks later.

B) Chased a heckler down
the boardwalk, waving an ice
cream cone.

C) Invested $4.7 million in fed-
eral post-Sandy relief funds on
“Stronger Than the Storm” TV
ads starring Chris Christie.

D) Asked what he'd do if he
was a U.S. senator, said “I'd kill
myself.”

Answers: 1-A, 2-C, 3-C, 4-D,
5-A, 6-D (McAuliffe also left the
delivery room to go to a Post
party, but that was for his fourth
baby), 7-C (All four did come
up, but the Duck endorsement
grabbed the headlines), 8-A
(The toilet speech was in 2011),
9-B (The ice cream cone inci-
dent wasin 2012)..4
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Calif. Arab sparks debate over US ethnic mascots

AMY TAXIN

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — On
game days in a tfown
named Thermal, where
date farms and desert
surroundings evoke the
Middle East and nearby
communities have names
like Mecca and Oasis, fans
cheer a high school team
known as the Arabs.

A belly dancer jiggles on
center court. And a black-
haired, mustached mas-
cot wearing a head scarf
rallies the crowd.

At least that's the way it
was done for decades in
the community 120 miles
(193 kilometers) southeast
of Los Angeles until Arab-
Americans recently ob-
jected to a hook-nosed,
snarling image used to
represent Coachella Val-
ley High School.
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In this Nov. 8, 2013 photo, the
Coachella Valley High School
Arab mascot, right, is walks
the sideline with Coachella’s
genie mascot during the Vic-
tory Bell game at Indio High
School, in Indio, Calif. Arab-
Americans recently objected
to the hook-nosed, snarl-
ing image used to represent
Coachella Valley High School.
The school has agreed to give
the mascot a makeover, but
not to drop the nickname.
Associated Press

The school has agreed to
give the mascot a make-
over, but not to drop the
nickname.

“"We're still going fo stick
with the Arab,” said school
board president Lowell
Kemper after scores of
residents defended the
fradition dating back gen-
erafions. “It's just a mat-
ter of whether we have a
change in the caricature
of the mascot.”

It's a twist on a decades-
old issue that has centered
primarily on Native Ameri-
can mascots, logos and
nicknames and has tfrans-
formed Indians to Cardi-
nals at Stanford Univer-
sity and Chieftains to Red-
hawks at Seattle University.
But the Arab debate spurs
the same set of questions:
Is it possible to craft a mas-
cot in the image of an
ethnic group that doesn't
offend, or are schools bet-
ter off scrapping the idea
alfogethere The debate
comes as the more famil-

iar Indian controversy has
gained increased heat.
Last year, Oregon's Board
of Education decided to
cut state funding to schools
that fail fo retire their Native
American mascots, while
Wisconsin passed a law in
2010 that forces schools to
drop race-based mascots
if a complaint is filed and
the practice is found dis-
criminatory.

Earlier this year, President
Barack Obama said if he
owned the National Foot-
ball League's Washington
Redskins he would consider
altering the team’s name,
winning praise from No-
five American groups that
have led rallies and run ads
pushing for the change.
“The things that we once
did are now viewed clear-
ly as inappropriate and
wrong, and that is the
hardest thing for so many
who don’t want to let go of
yesterday — but it is the re-
ality,” said E. Newton Jack-
son, a professor of sport
management at University
of North Florida.

The American-Arab  Anti-
Discrimination Committee
complained last month
that the Coachella Valley
mascot perpetuates neg-
afive stereotypes of Arabs
and Arab-Americans after
one of its members raised
questions about the im-
age. The move prompted
a community-wide debate
and the school district
formed a committee to
redesign the mascot in a
more flaftering light.
“When you get into trying
to characterize any eth-
nic group, | think you're
crossing info a danger
zone, and you're bound
tfo offend individuals,” said
Abed Ayoub, the Ameri-
can-Arab  Anti-Discrimina-
fion Committee’s director
of legal and policy affairs.
“You have this caricature
that's supposed to repre-
sent Arabs but really does
not. The look is very orien-
talist, very demeaning —
it's just not who we are.”
The mascot was chosen in
the early 20th cenfury and
“never intended to dis-
honor or ridicule anyone,”
district superintendent Dar-
ryl Adams wrote in a let-
ter to the local Desert Sun
newspaper.]



